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These  are  interesting  times  at  The  University  of  Southern  Mis- 
sissippi. We  are  in  a  position  like  never  before  to  capitalize  on 
our  potential.   From  the  days  of  the  creation  of  the  institution 
90  years  ago  to  the  current  environment  facing  Southern  Miss, 
it  seems  that  we  have  always  had  to  fight  an  uphill  battle  to 
establish  ourselves  with  our  reputation  as  strongly  as  we  have 
proven  ourselves  in  accomplishment.  Now,  more  challenges 
are  looming  on  the  horizon. 

MONEY  MATTERS 

I  believe  everyone  can  agree  that  the  University  has  made 
great  strides  since  we  were  created  as  Mississippi  Normal  Col- 
lege by  legislation  passed  on  March  30,  1910.   Since  that 
time,  we  have  grown  into  one  of  the  leading  institutions,  both 
academically  and  athletically,  in  the  Southeast,  and  indeed  the 
entire  country.  The  recent  appropriation  by  the  Mississippi 
Legislature  of  $250,000  for  the  Gulf  Coast  campus  is  another 
indication  of  our  progress.  However,  our  overall  growth  as  an 
institution  is  facing  a  serious  challenge,  oddly  enough  due  to 
state  funding.  As  I  am  sure  you  may  know,  Southern  Miss  is 
really  not  state  funded,  we  are  state  assisted.   Nevertheless, 
the  funding  we  receive  from  Jackson  forms  the  foundation  for 
our  operations  as  an  institution  of  higher  learning  in  Missis- 
sippi. 

Due  to  revenue  shortfalls  in  the  states  coffers,  the  Universi- 
ty is  facing  a  potential  cut  in  its  fiscal  2000-2001  budget  as 
part  of  an  overall  budget  reduction  for  all  Institutions  of  High- 
er Learning  in  the  state  of  Mississippi.   For  me,  personally  and 
professionally  this  represents  a  significant  disappointment. 
We  are  constantly  talking  about  and  working  toward  reaching 
our  potential.  Unfortunately,  in  order  to  do  this,  we  have  to 
have  money.  There  is  no  question  that  this  is  a  setback,  but 
realize  that  we  are  going  to  continue  to  work  as  hard  as  we 
can,  not  only  to  give  our  current  students  the  best  education 
possible,  but  to  also  continue  to  do  the  things  that  make  the 
value  of  our  degrees  rise. 

ON  TO  THE  GOOD  STUFF...  SIXTEEN  TONS  OF  FUN 

In  spite  of  the  budget  concerns  facing  our  University,  we  have 
many  things  of  which  we  can  be  proud.  You  will  read  about 
several  of  those  things  in  this  issue.   First,  I  am  sure  you  are 
wondering  why  Tennessee  Ernie  Ford  is  adorning  the  cover  of 
a  Southern  Miss  magazine.  If  you  already  ascertained  that  Mr. 
Ford  is  not  a  Southern  Miss  alumnus,  you  are  correct.  There 
is,  however,  a  special  connection  between  Mr.  Ford  and  The 
University  of  Southern  Mississippi.  Much  appreciation  is 
given  to  USM  alumnus  Lloyd  Wells,  Director  of  the  Symphony 
Jay  Dean,  and  a  host  of  others  for  bringing  Tennessee  Ernie 
Ford's  collection  of  sheet  music  and  historical  documents  into 
the  care  and  protection  of  the  Hattiesburg  campus.   Now, 
plans  are  being  made  to  highlight  this  outstanding  individual, 
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his  contributions  to 
the  arena  of  popular 
music,  and  his  legacy 
to  Southern  Miss.   I 
think  you  are  going 
to  like  it! 

MARK  YOUR 
CALENDARS 

Go  ahead  and  reserve 
the  date  now.  The 
weekend  of  Novem- 
ber 3-4,  2000,  will 
serve  as  Homecoming 
2000  for  the  alumni 
and  friends  of  Southern  Miss.  Plans  are  already  being  made 
for  a  great  weekend  of  events  and  fun.  To  take  the  weekend  to 
a  new  level,  we  will  be  hosting  our  old  friends,  the  University 
of  Louisville  Cardinals,  this  year.  We  are  currently  considering 
a  theme  of  "Whine  and  Cheese"  (if  you  are  a  football  fan,  you 
know  exactly  what  I  am  talking  about)  and  will  be  putting  the 
final  touches  on  the  weekend  throughout  the  summer  and 
early  fall. 

MAKE  SURE  YOU  COME  BACK  FOR  2000-2001 

For  those  of  you  who  are  not  Life  Members  of  the  Alumni 
Association,  you  should  have  already  received  your  dues 
reminder  for  the  2000-2001  membership  year.   It  is  my  hope 
that  you  will  continue  your  support  of  the  University  by  main- 
taining your  membership  in  the  Association.  As  you  know,  we 
did  raise  dues  this  year  for  the  first  time  in  a  long  time;  how- 
ever, there  are  also  more  membership  options  for  you  to  take 
advantage  of,  including  a  three-year  advance  payment  option 
and  a  Life  Membership  payment  plan.  We  want  to  keep  you 
on  board  as  we  continue  to  strive  for  excellence.  If  you  need 
another  membership  enrollment  form,  simply  call  us  at  (601) 
266-5013  or  visit  us  on  the  web  at  www.southernmiss.org  and 
we  will  be  happy  to  provide  you  with  one. 

SOUTHERN  MISS  HITS  A  MILESTONE,  OR  TWO 

This  is  a  significant  time  for  The  University  of  Southern  Missis- 
sippi. We  welcome  a  new  millennium,  celebrated  our  90th 
anniversary,  and  graduated  our  100,000th  alumnus.  We  will 
have  a  feature  story  on  the  individual  tapped  as  the  100,000th 
graduate  (reached  in  our  May  commencement  exercises)  in 
our  summer  issue  of  The  Talon.  There  is  no  question  that  we 
are  on  the  move  and  are  poised  to  be  the  university  for  the 
future  in  Mississippi  and  beyond.  As  always,  we  appreciate 
your  loyalty  to  Southern  Miss  and  look  forward  to  informing 
you  of  many  more  accomplishments  and  success  stories  in  the 
months  and  years  to  come. 
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ON  THE  COVER: 

The  University  will  celebrate  Tennessee  Ernie  Ford 

Weekend  on  June  9-10.  Ford  donated  his  music 

library  to  Southern  Miss  prior  to  his  death.  He  is 

shown  during  one  of  his  hunting  excursions  at 

Longleaf  Plantation. 

BACK  COVER: 

Southern  Miss  celebrated  its  90th  anniversary 
this  past  March  30  (Founder's  Day"* 


F      COAST      UPDATE 


FOR  EXPANDING  ACADEMIC  OFFERINGS  AT  USM  GULF  COAST 


THE  PLAN 

The  plan  is  an  expansion  of  USM  aca- 
demic programming  to  better  serve  Gulf 
Coast  residents  who  seek  four-year 
degrees  from  a  university,  but  who  do 
not  seek  a  residential  college  experience. 
This  expansion  will  be  accomplished  by 
adding  two  years  of  academic  program- 
ming (freshman  and  sophomore)  to  the 
current  offerings  (junior,  senior,  and 
graduate)  by  Southern  Miss  on  the  Mis- 
sissippi Gulf  Coast.  By  expanding  in  this 
manner,  Gulf  Coast  citizens  will  be  pro- 
vided an  opportunity  to  receive  all  four 
years  of  the  more  than  30  undergraduate 
degree  programs,  with  a  single  institu- 
tion.  The  implementation  plan  is  for 
2000-2005,  adding  150  freshmen  per 
year,  for  a  maximum  of  750  freshmen  at 
the  end  of  five  years.  The  Board  of 
Trustees  of  State  Institutions  of  Higher 
Learning  will  evaluate  the  expansion  in 
2003  and  2005. 

DUAL-CAMPUS  UNIVERSITY 

The  University  of  Southern  Mississippi  is 
a  dual-campus  university:  Hattiesburg 
and  Gulf  Coast.   On  the  Gulf  Coast,  the 
central  administrative  campus  is  in  Long 
Beach  at  Gulf  Park,  with  teaching  cen- 
ters at  Keesler  Air  Force  Base,  in  Jackson 
County  (Gautier),  and  at  Stennis  Space 
Center,  in  Hancock  County. 

The  programs  on  the  Gulf  Coast  are 
extensions  of  those  in  Hattiesburg. 
Southern  Miss  has  one  administrative 
structure  and  one  chief  executive  officer, 
and  the  two  campuses  operate  under  one 
accreditation,  by  the  Southern  Association 
of  Colleges  and  Schools  and  by  other 
accrediting  bodies.  University  commit- 
tees have  representation  from  both  cam- 
puses, and  policy  decisions  are  made  on 
that  basis.  While  variations  in  adminis- 
trative structure  are  allowed  to  meet  local 
needs,  the  two  campuses  are  subject  to 
the  same  IHL  and  University  policies. 


SUPPORT  AND 
DOCUMENTATION 

This  expansion  is  based  on  sound  edu- 
cational planning  and  research,  by 
Southern  Miss  and  the  Board  of  Trustees 
of  State  Institutions  of  Higher  Learning, 
groups  on  the  Mississippi  Gulf  Coast, 
and  the  findings  of  a  nationally  recog- 
nized consultant.   Groups  documenting 
the  need  for  expansion  include 


COAST  21 

The  Harrison 

County  Tourism 

Commission 

Coast  Area  Chambers  of  Commerce 

Hattiesburg  Area  Development  Partnership 

The  Hattiesburg  American,  Hattiesburg 

The  Gulf  Coast  Advisory  Council 

The  Sun  Herald,  Gulfport 

The  Clarion  Ledger,  Jackson 

WDAM  Television,  Hattiesburg 

WLOX  Television,  Biloxi 

The  Gulf  Coast  Advisory  Council 


ECONOMIC  DEVELOPMENT 

The  lack  of  higher  education  access  is  a 
handicap  to  economic  development.  The 
Harrison  County  Economic  Develop- 
ment Commission  states  that  it  will  be 
difficult  to  compete  in  economic  devel- 
opment in  the  21st  century  without  a 
comprehensive  four-year  university 
degree  presence.  A  four-year  degree 
presence  will  strengthen  the  workforce 
and  enhance  economic  development. 

ACCESS 

The  Mississippi  Gulf  Coast  is  the  most 
densely  populated,  fastest-growing 
region  in  Mississippi.  These  data  clearly 
indicate  that,  where  there  is  access,  there 
is  a  higher  percentage  of  educated  citi- 
zens.  The  Coast  is  far  below  average  in 
this  respect,  while  two  Coast  counties 
lead  the  state  in  high  school  graduation 
rates.   Key  factors  in  this  condition  are 
access  and  a  four-year-degree  mind-set. 

The  critical  issue  is  that  access  is 
being  denied  to  continuous  university- 
level  education.   This  is  especially  criti- 
cal for  those  who  want  and  intellectually 
need  exposure  to  challenging  faculty 
who  are  currently  engaged  in  the  cre- 
ation of  new  knowledge  and  the  prob- 
ing, mind-stretching  development  avail- 
able only  in  universities. 

The  Board  of  Trustees  of  State  Institu- 
tions of  Higher  Learning  and  The  Uni- 
versity of  Southern  Mississippi  seek  to 
expand  academic  offerings  on  the  Missis- 
sippi Gulf  Coast  to  meet  the  needs  of  a 
rapidly  growing  community.   The  expan- 
sion will  increase  offerings  on  the  South- 
ern Miss  Gulf  Coast  campus  from  two  to 
four  years  of  academic  programs.  Addi- 
tionally, it  will  enhance  access  to,  and 
opportunities  for,  higher  education  and 
will  stimulate  economic  development  on 
the  Mississippi  Gulf  Coast. 
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POPULATION 

Mississippi  population  trends  reveal  a  sharp 
shift  to  south  Mississippi,  and  projected  pop- 
ulations indicate  this  trend  will  continue: 

•  In  the  period  1997-2000,  the  popula- 
tion in  north  and  central  Mississippi 
combined  increased  by  48,732,  while 
south  Mississippi  increased  by  48,110. 
This  reflects  an  increase  in  south  Mis- 
sissippi of  almost  as  much  as  north 
and  central  Mississippi  combined. 

•  In  the  period  1997-2000,  while  south 
Mississippi  increased  by  48,110,  the 
southernmost  six  counties  of  south 
Mississippi,  the  Gulf  Coast  region, 
increased  by  29,697,  or  62  percent  of 
the  total  south  Mississippi  increase. 

•  In  the  projected  Mississippi  population 
for  2000-2005,  the  southern  third  of 
Mississippi  will  increase  by  61,990,  of 
which  more  than  half  (36,205)  will 
occur  in  the  southernmost  six  counties. 
This  south  Mississippi  increase  reflects 
a  larger  projected  increase  from  2000 
to  2005  than  either  north  or  central 
Mississippi;  42  percent  more  than  north, 
and  68  percent  more  than  central. 

Sharpening  our  focus  to  the  36,205 
projected  increase  in  the  six  southernmost 
counties  for  2000-2005,  and  considering 
that  the  average  county  population  in  Mis- 
sissippi for  2005  is  projected  at  36,219,  it 
is  interesting  to  note  that  the  population 
increase  for  these  counties  will  be  the 
equivalent  of  adding  another  entire  county 
of  population  to  the  Coast  region. 

FOUR-YEAR  OFFERINGS  TO 
COMPLEMENT  TWO-PLUS- 
TWO  OPTION 

Southern  Miss  and  Mississippi  Gulf  Coast 
Community  College  have  long  been  part- 
ners in  education  on  the  Mississippi  Gulf 
Coast.  Southern  Miss  developed  and  initi- 
ated a  Two-Plus-Two  Articulation  Agree- 
ment with  MGCCC  in  1973.  This  agree- 
ment has  worked  well,  and  many  stu- 
dents have  benefitted.  Many  students 
will  continue  to  choose  this  academic 
plan,  even  with  the  Southern  Miss  expan- 
sion. A  similar  arrangement  is  in  place 
with  Pearl  River  Community  College. 

The  addition  of  four-year  offerings  by 
USM  on  the  Coast  will  not  in  any  way 
detract  from  these  relationships.  To  the  con- 
trary, University  offerings  at  the  freshman 
through  senior  levels  will  enhance  the  total 
academic  community  and  environment  for 
all  students  and  will  provide  the  expected 
choices,  long  accepted  all  over  America, 
where  continuous  four-year  programs  have 
become  the  heart  and  soul  of  higher  educa- 
tion. The  value  of  a  university  education  has 
been  highly  accepted  and  was  challenged 
only  recently  in  the  context  of  Mississippi 
higher  education  in  south  Mississippi. 


The  major  justification  for  four-year  pro- 
grams on  the  Coast  is  that  an  increasingly 
greater  proportion  of  Mississippi's  popula- 
tion lives  and  works  on  the  Coast,  and  direct 
access  to  a  four-year  program  will  contnbute 
to  the  long-term  well-being  of  that  region.  A 
four-year  program  will  help  address  poten- 
tial teacher  shortages  in  this  area  of  the  state, 
making  teacher  preparation  programs  more 
accessible  and  cohesive;  greater  access  to 
business  administration,  hospitality  manage- 
ment, and  other  programs  will  aid  in  Gulf 
Coast  economic  development;  students  who 
are  employed,  and  possibly  somewhat  older 
than  the  traditional  college  student,  will  be 
served  in  a  convenient  and  accessible  educa- 
tion environment. 

Often,  these  types  of  students  transfer 
credit  from  several  institutions  and,  because 
of  degree  requirements,  must  fulfill  prerequi- 
sites. To  do  this,  they  may  be  taking  a  jun- 
ior-level course  and  a  freshman  course  the 
same  semester.  Having  access  to  both  of 
these  courses  on  the  same  campus,  with  the 
same  institution,  is  a  major  advantage  to  the 
student.  Students  who  will  be  served 
through  USM  Gulf  Coast  four-year  program- 
ming seek  a  baccalaureate  program  from  a 
single  institution  for  reasons  of  personal 
preference,  convenience,  program  continuity 
coherence,  and  the  potential  for  extensive 
faculty-student  and  student-faculty  interac- 
tions over  a  longer  time  period.  These  stu- 
dents will  generally  have  less  interest  in  the 
traditional  features  found  at  any  of  the  eight 
residential  institutions  of  Mississippi. 

FUNDING 

It  is  imperative  that  this  expansion  be  fully 
lunded.  Two  million  dollars  is  needed  to  be 
effective.  This  amount  will  provide 
$600,000  for  freshman/sophomore  expan- 
sion and  $500,000  for  enhancement  of 
cun-ent  offerings  at  the  junior,  senior,  and 
graduate  levels.  It  will  also  provide 
$900,000  to  begin  the  Mississippi  Gulf 
Coast  Higher  Education  Center,  for  other 
institutions  to  offer  programs  on  the  Coast 
not  offered  by  Southern  Miss.  The  Center 
will  be  managed  by  Southern  Miss. 

ITS  ABOUT  PROGRESS 

In  1972,  the  Board  of  Trustees  of  State 
Institutions  of  Higher  Learning  answered 
the  call  of  the  Gulf  Coast  to  provide  high- 
er education  access  and  opportunities. 
The  University  of  Southern  Mississippi 
was  designated  to  meet  these  needs. 

The  former  Gulf  Park  College  in  Long 
Beach  became  The  University  of  Southern 
Mississippi  Gulf  Park,  the  central  admin- 
istrative unit  of  USM  Gulf  Coast.  Subse- 
quently, to  increase  access,  teaching  cen- 
ters were  opened  on  Keesler  Air  Force 
Base  in  Biloxi  and  in  Jackson  County. 
Later,  a  building  was  added  in  Jackson 


A  preliminary  injunction  by  Hinds 
County  Chancery  Court  Judge  William 
Singletary  has  halted  the  expansion  of 
The  University  of  Southern  Mississippi 
on  the  Gulf  Coast.The  action  is  a  result 
of  a  suit  filed  by  the  State  Board  for 
Community  and  Junior  Colleges  against 
the  Board  ofTrustees  of  State  Institutions 
of  Higher  Learning  (IHL)  on  December 
22,  to  block  the  expansion,  arguing  that 
a  USM  expansion  would  duplicate  pro- 
grams on  the  Coast. 

Judge  Singletary  held  a  hearing 
for  the  preliminary  injunction  on  April 
25.  While  he  did  not  rule  on  the  injunc- 
tion, he  refused  to  drop  the  lawsuit,  as 
requested  by  attorneys  for  the  IHL.  A 
trial  date  has  been  set  for  October  30. 

The  injunction  will  prevent  South- 
ern Miss  from  enrolling  freshmen  in 
both  the  summer  and  fall  semesters. 
The  first  freshmen  were  planning  to 
enroll  in  the  summer. 

In  the  final  days  of  the  2000  Missis- 
sippi Legislature,  $250,000  was  appro- 
priated to  fund  the  expansion. These 
funds  will  not  be  available  to  Southern 
Miss  until  the  issue  is  settled  in  court. 
Although  disappointed  with  the  injunc- 
tion, Southern  Miss  remains  committed 
and  will  continue  to  pursue  expansion. 

County  on  the  campus  of  the  Mississippi 
Gulf  Coast  Community  College  in  Gami- 
er, and  offerings  were  available  at  Stenms 
Space  Center  in  Hancock  County. 

The  Board  of  Trustees  of  State  Institu- 
tions of  Higher  Learning  and  The  Universi- 
ty of  Southern  Mississippi  have  been  con- 
sistently responsive  to  the  higher  education 
needs  of  die  Mississippi  Gulf  Coast, 
throughout  almost  30  years  of  presence 
there.  In  the  fall  of  I000,  a  record-high 
1,850  students  enrolled  m  more  than  V 
undergraduate  (junior  and  senior),  20  grad- 
uate, and  five  specialist  degree  programs. 

At  Southern  Miss,  everything  that  can 
be  done  has  been  done  to  meet  the  needs 
that  are  evident  and  requested,  in  partner- 
ship with  MGCCC. 

The  need  is  compelling.    It  is  now 
time  to  act  for  the  benefit  of  the  Missis- 
sippi Cult  Coast  region  and  the  rest  of 
our  state.  Ffc  ^^ 


We're  prospecting  for  gold  ... 
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Vegas  Gold,  that  is! 

Southern  Miss  and  Head  Coach  Jeff  Bower  are  prospecting  for  gold. 
We  intend  to  find  it  on  the  backs  of  every  Golden  Eagle  fan  "working 
our  claim"  at  THE  ROCK  on  September  30th  versus  Memphis  to 
kick  off  Gold  Rush  2000. 

The  Memphis  game  has  been  tabbed  the  Gold  Rush  Game,  and  we  need  Southern  Miss  fans  to  wear 
Vegas  Gold  for  this  event  as  we  strike  it  rich  and  fill  the  stadium  with  Vegas  Gold,  All  Vegas  Gold 
prospectors  should  watch  their  local  Southern  Miss  Retailer  and  the  University  Bookstore  for  the 
Gold  Rush  apparel  line  because  ... 

We're  prospecting  for  gold  ...  Vegas  Gold! 
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A  Southern  Miss  student  theatre 
production,  "The  Rimers  of  Eldritch," 
was  showcased  at  the  prestigious  Kennedy 
Center  in  Washington,  D.C.,  April  19-20. 

The  University's  theatre  department 
production,  directed  by  Professor  R.B.Hill, 
advanced  through  Region  IV  competition 
at  Greensboro,  N.C.,  Feb.  4  to  join  only  a 
handful  of  student  productions  nationwide 
chosen  to  participate  in  the  Kennedy  Cen- 
ter American  College  Theater  Festival. 

"It's  a  real  recognition  of  the  quality  of 
our  program,  which  is  student-centered," 
said  George  Crook,  professor  and  chair- 
man of  USM's  Department  of  Theatre  and 
Dance.  "It's  also  an  educational  plus  for 
the  students  who  are  able  to  go." 

The  department  opened  its  1999- 
2000  season  last  Oct.  21-23  with  the 
play,  which  is  about  a  dying  Midwestern 
town.  Written  by  Lanford  Wilson,  the  off- 
Broadway  success  was  hailed  by  critics  for 
its  introduction  of  a  new  and  remarkably 
talented  playwright. 


tudent  Thespians 
Perform  at 
Kennedy  Center 


The  selection  process  for  advancement 
to  a  regional  festival  begins  on  the  state 
level,  involving  more  than  900  produc- 
tions and  18,000  college  and  university 
students  nationwide.  Of  that  multitude, 
only  four  to  six  productions  are  invited  to 
perform  at  the  Kennedy  Center  ACTF 

Hill  is  no  stranger  to  the  festival 
process  or  the  road  to  the  Kennedy  Cen- 
ter. In  1995,  Southern  Miss'  production 
of  "Catfish  Moon,"  also  directed  by  Hill, 
was  chosen  as  one  of  the  six  productions 
presented  at  the  Kennedy  Center  event. 

"For  all  its  simplicity,  'Rimers'  is  a  dif- 
ficult and  demanding  show,"  said  Hill.  "It 
presents  several  challenges  as  a  director  - 
first,  a  large  cast;  secondly,  most  are  on 
the  stage  throughout  the  entirety;  and 
third,  choreographing  of  lines  and  move- 
ments, lights  and  scenery." 

The  cast  of  Southern  Miss  theatre  stu- 
dents includes:  Selena  Anguiano  of  Dal- 
las, Texas;  Matt  Bridges  of  Chicago;  Annie 
Conner  of  Springfield,  Mo.;  Danielle 
Devine  of  Natchez;  Kimberly  Gibbs  of 
New  Orleans;  Heather  Griffith  of  Hatties- 
burg;  Bennett  Harrell  of  Brunswick,  Ga.; 
Amie  Hill  of  Hattiesburg;  Jason  D.  John- 
son of  Leesburg,  Ga.;  Daniel  Kerr  of 


Starkville;  B.J.  Mathias  of  Purvis;  Hall 
Roberts  of  Hattiesburg;  Carolyn  Shoe- 
maker of  Gautier;  Stacy  Taliancich  of  New 
Orleans;  Patrick  Torres  of  Odesssa,  Texas; 
and  Jason  Westbrook  of  Hattiesburg. 

The  technical  crew  includes:  students 
Katrina  Barrilleaux  of  Houston;  Sarah 
Halstead  of  Ocean  Springs;  Ramien 


Balouch  of  McComb  and  Scan  Savoie  of 
New  Orleans;  and  theatre  faculty  mem- 
bers Stephen  Judd  and  Kevin  Griffin.  5^ 


srRix*. 


B 


We  Worth 
Jorth 


ii 


or  All 


What  is  Southern  Miss  worth  to  you? 

Is  it  worth  a  couple  of  minutes  of  phone  calls  to  prospective  students  in  your  area? 

Is  it  worth  a  few  minutes  of  your  time  ...  e-mailing,  calling,  or  writing  the 
Office  of  Admissions  with  student  referrals? 

Is  it  worth  taking  on  the  responsibility  of  ensuring  that  prospective  students  in 
your  area  are  well-informed  about  Southern  Miss? 


We  think  we're  worth  it ...  do  you? 


You  are  encouraged  to  forward  student  referrals,  request  recruitment  materials  for  distribution,  ask  questions,  and  give  input  by 
contacting  the  Office  of  Admissions  at  (601)  266-5000,  Box  5166,  Hattiesburg,  MS  39406  or  e-mailing:  Mathew.Cox@usm.edu. 
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ADMISSIONS UPDATE 


Making  Tracks. . . 


AN  INSIDE  LOOK  AT 
WHAT'S  HAPPENING 
WITH  ADMISSIONS 

BY  MATHEW  A.  COX 

Director  of  Recruitment  Operations 
&  Alumni  Liaison 


Jubal  Smith  at  the  Little  Rock  recruitment  fair. 

As  we  solidify  this  year's  recruitment 
efforts  by  continuing  to  process  applica- 
tions, award  scholarships,  and  prepare  our 
new  students  for  class  registration 
throughout  the  summer,  our  admissions 
staff  begins  to  turn  their  sights  toward  next 
years  efforts.  When  I  speak  of  transition- 
ing from  one  phase  of  the  recruitment 
cycle  to  the  next,  I  want  to  make  sure  that 
all  of  you  are  aware  of  where  we  are,  what 
we've  done,  what's  on  the  immediate  hori- 
zon, and  where  you  fit  into  this  process. 

There  are  some  early  indicators  that 
suggest  positive  trends  for  next  year's 
enrollment  that  some  of  you  have  heard 
me  talk  about  at  various  alumni  chapter 
meetings  this  year.  First  is  that  our  annual 
Leadership  Scholarship  Competition,  held 
on  campus  in  early  March,  was  host  to  270 
prospective  student  leaders,  up  from  about 
250  last  year.  Similarly,  our  Presidential 
Scholarship  Competition  had  an  increase 
from  about  55  students  last  year  to  70  this 
year.  Our  inaugural  major  spring  visita- 
tion day,  "Saturday  @  Southern  Miss,"  was 
a  collaborative  effort  hosted  by  the  Office 
of  Admissions  and  Greek  Life  and  was,  by 


all  accounts,  a  huge  success.  This  first-time 
event,  held  April  8th  in  conjunction  with 
the  EagleFest,  exposed  students  and  their 
parents  to  campus  organizations,  seminars, 
academic  departments,  and  athletics. 
While  it  certainly  appeared  to  be  success- 
ful to  our  visitors,  it  was  also  great  for 
those  of  us  "on  the  inside"  to  work  in 
cooperation  with  other  departments  on 
campus  and  to  see  the  enormous  impact 
we  can  make  when  we  work  together.  A 
special  thanks  goes  out  to  Paul  Batchelder 
in  athletics  for  donating  Southern  Miss 
baseball  tickets  for  that  event  as  well  as  to 
Dr.  Doug  Rouse  and  the  M  Club  for  donat- 
ing the  football  tickets.  We  could  not  have 
done  it  without  that  support. 

In  addition  to  these  specific  programs, 
general  University  admissions  applications 
have  been  up  over  the  last  month,  com- 
pared with  this  same  time  frame  last  year. 
These  trends  are  indeed  early  but  we  are 
working  hard  to  "seal  the  deal"  at  this 
point  in  the  year,  as  many  of  our  applicants 
are  still  being  courted  by  other  universities. 

I  am  aware  that  these  positive  trends  are 
not  due  entirely  to  our  efforts  in  the  admis- 
sions office  alone,  as  we  had  more  support 
than  ever  from  our  alumni  this  year.  From 
the  Alumni  Association  on  campus  to  chap- 
ters all  over  the  southeast  to  individual 
alumni  who  got  personally  involved,  there  is 
a  real  sense  of  teamwork  that  is  spreading 
like  wildfire.  It  has  been  great  to  have  the 
continued  support  from  those  who  have 
been  there  in  the  past,  like  our  Houston  and 
Dallas  alumni  chapters,  who  attended  count- 
less recruitment  fairs  in  their  areas;  like  the 
many  chapters  that  awarded  scholarships  to 
local  students,  like  individual  alumni  such  as 
Ira  Middleberg  who  hosted  our  annual  New 
Orleans  reception  at  his  law  offices;  and 
there  are  many  more  examples.  What  has 
been  even  more  exciting  is  the  efforts  of 
those  individuals  and  chapters  who  took  on 
personal  involvement  for  the  first  time  this 
year.  Larry  Harvill  and  the  rest  of  the 
Atlanta  chapter  really  took  off  with  personal 
contacts  and  attendance  at  reciuitment  fairs, 
as  did  Nashville,  Hunts\ille,  and  Panama 
City  In  one  case,  an  alumnus  in  the  Little 


Rock  area,  Jubal  Smith,  responded  to  our 
call  for  help  in  his  area  even  though  there  is 
no  organized  chapter  there.  Jubal  attended 
two  or  three  recruitment  programs  that  we 
would  never  have  been  represented  at  and 
has  asked  for  more  this  year. 


In  just  over  a  year  we  have  done  these 
things,  and  I  cannot  help  but  feel  opti- 
mistic about  what  we  can  do  together  in 
the  coming  years.  The  last  article  I  wrote 
in  The  Talon  was  a  discussion  on  gf\"ing 
financially  in  order  to  endow  scholarships 
to  help  us  remain  competitive.  While  that 
has  never  been  more  important  than  it  is 
today,  funding  scholarships  is  not  the  only 
way  to  leave  your  mark  on  Southern  Miss. 
If  your  contribution  is  in  sending  us  stu- 
dent referrals  or  attending  recruitment  pro- 
grams, you  will  have  done  as  much  to  fur- 
ther the  success  of  this  great  I  nivcrsuv  as 
anyone  else,  regardless  of  what  you  may  or 
may  not  be  able  to  give  ffnanciallv.  As 
always,  I  welcome  your  input  and  can  be 
reached  at  Mathew.Cox@usm.edu  or 
(601)266-5112.  S^ 
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FROM      THE      ARCHIVES 


LET  GEORGE  DO  IT 


Dr.J.B.  George 


Does  anyone  remember  an 
automotive  service  that 
operated  in  Hattiesburg  during 
the  1950s  and  1960s  and  used 
the  advertising  slogan,  "Let 
George  Do  It?"  The  implication 
was  that  George  (the  owner)  was 
qualified  to  repair  automotive 
vehicles.  Apparently  that  was 
the  principle  applied  by  the 
Board  of  Trustees  when  it 
elected  Jennings  Burton  (J.  B.) 
George  to  succeed  Claude 
Bennett  as  president  of  State  Teachers 
College  (STC).  By  its  action,  the  Board 
implied  that  Dr.  George  was  qualified 
for  the  office. 

J.  B.  George  was,  in  fact,  eminently 
qualified  for  the  position.  He  became  the 
schools  third  president  on  July  1,  1933, 
and  was  the  first  chief  executive  to  hold  a 
doctorate.  He  was  an  STC  alumnus,  and 
as  a  student,  he  helped  dig  stumps  from 
the  campus  for  six  cents  per  hour.   His 
credentials  included  service  in  the  rural 
schools  of  Mississippi,  on  the  faculty  of 
STC,  as  head  of  the  Education  Depart- 
ment and  Director  of  Teacher  Training  at 
Blue  Mountain  College,  and  as  Vice  Presi- 
dent and  Registrar  at  STC. 

Dr.  George  fought  for  honesty  and 
morality  among  faculty,  officers,  and  stu- 
dents. His  contention  was  that  "the  taxpay- 
ers who  own  the  school  want  their  sons 
and  daughters  to  have  a  clean,  wholesome 
place  to  go  to  school."  He  was  opposed  to 
dancing,  drinking,  and  public  shows  of 
affection  between  dating  couples.  Because 
of  his  strict  moral  stance,  the  students  nick- 
named him  "Joy  Buster  George,"  except  on 
April  Fools  Day,  when  they  sometimes 
dubbed  him  "Jitterbug  George"  and  made 
great  sport  of  him  in  the  Student  Printz. 
Judging  from  some  of  the  outlandish  farces 
concocted  for  those  occasions,  Dr.  George 
had  either  a  keen  sense  of  humor  or  skin 


like  an  armadillo.  Consider  the  following 
example  from  the  March  31,  1939,  issue  of 
"The  Prudent  Stintz": 

A  delightful  party  was  given  at  the  Wag- 
onwheel  Club  Saturday  night,  sponsored  by].  B. 
"Jitterbug"  George  and  attended  exclusively  by 
faculty  members  and  their  guests.  Sinful  tunes 
were  rendered  by  Frank  Earl  Marsh,  Jr.,  and  his 
"Syncopators,"  a  swing  band  that  plays  nightly  at 
Wimpy's.  The  party  got  in  full  swing  when  Emily 
Jones  leaped  up  on  the  piano  and  sang  "My 
Heart  Belongs  to  Daddy. "...  Along  about  eleven 
o'clock  a  faculty  member's  conscience  began  tick- 
ling him  and,  under  the  influence  of  three  or  four 
Seven  Ups,  began  shouting,  we  will  repeal  all 
campus  laws;  there  will  be  unrestricted  courting 
under  all  trees  from  now  on,  and  beer  will  be 
sold  in  all  campus  buildings. 


DEMONSTRATION  SCHOOL  GYM 
(NOW  THE  TEXTBOOK  CENTER). 

On  a  more  serious  plane,  Dr.  George 
inherited  a  huge  budget  deficit,  along  with 
the  presidency  and  he  dealt  with  the  prob- 
lem by  making  some  difficult  decisions. 
Faculty  salaries  were  cut  by  as  much  as 
one-third,  and  departmental  budgets  were 
frozen.  Strict  financial  guidelines  were  set 
and  adhered  to  religiously  in  the  ensuing 
years.  The  result  was  not  only  a  balanced 
budget,  but  each  year  of  his  administration 
closed  with  a  small  surplus. 


EAST  STADIUM  DORMITORY  (THE  ROCK). 


President  George  appointed  Dr. 
Rosewell  G.  Lowrey  as  Dean  of  the  Col- 
lege, and,  under  Lowreys  guidance,  the 
schools  18  instructional  units  were  reor- 
ganized into  seven  groups;  a  student 
guidance  system  was  implemented,  and  a 
quality  point  grading  system  was  institut- 
ed.  These  improvements,  plus  the  addi- 
tion of  pre-medical,  pre-dental,  pre-engi- 
neering,  and  pre-pharmaceutical  courses, 
indicated  that  STC  was  well  on  its  way  to 
becoming  a  multi-purpose  institution, 
and,  on  February  13,  1940,  the  schools 
name  was  changed  to  Mississippi  South- 
ern College  (MSC),  which  more  accurate- 
ly reflected  the  schools  mission. 

During  the  George  administration,  the 
East  Side  Football  Stadium  (The  Rock), 
the  Joe  Cook  Memorial  Library  (now 
Kennard -Washington  Hall),  the  Power 
House,  the  Demonstration  School  Gym- 
nasium (now  the  Textbook  Center),  a 
swimming  pool  (where  the  R.  C.  Cook 
Student  Union  now  stands),  and  three 
hard  surface  tennis  courts  were  built.   In 
addition,  two  and  one -half  miles  of  cam- 
pus roads  were  paved,  and  lights  were 
installed  on  the  football  field. 

During  World  War  II,  MSC  became 
the  first  institution  in  the  country  to  con- 
duct a  Civilian  Defense  Training  School, 
and  it  was  also  the  first  to  require  all  stu- 
dents, faculty  and  officers  to  participate  in 
Civilian  Defense  courses. 

Looking  ahead  to  the  end  of  the  war, 
Dr.  George  established  a  $35,000  trust 
fund  to  provide  scholarships  for  returning 


veterans.   In  addition,  plans  for  a  health 
building,  an  apartment  building  for  mar- 
ried students,  a  fine  arts  building,  and  a 
memorial  chapel  in  honor  of  those  who 
served  in  the  war  were  on  the  drawing 
board. 

And  what  was  Dr.  Georges  reward  for 
his  efforts  in  behalf  of  the  school?  It  was 
the  same  as  his  two  predecessors  -  the 
Board  of  Trustees  fired  him!   No  one 
could  accuse  the  Board  of  inconsistency 
when  it  came  to  disposing  of  this  institu- 
tion's chief  executives.   It  was  on  a  roll, 
and,  this  time,  it  offered  the  lamest  excuse 
of  all  for  its  action.  At  a  press  conference 


A  NAME  CHANGE  TO  MISSISSIPPI  SOUTHERN 
COLLEGE,  GOVERNOR  JOHNSON  SIGNING  BILL 

(Left  to  Right)  Dr.  George,  ex-president  of 
State  Teachers  College;  Senator  Stanton  A. 
Hall;  Gov  Johnson;  Senator  C.W.  Sullivan. 


on  January  25,  1945,  Chairman  of  the 
Board  Martin  Miller  said,  "Dr.  George  is  a 
Christian  gentleman  and  has  rendered 
long  and  faithful  service;  however  the 
Board  feels  that  it  is  to  the  best  interest  of 
the  institution  that  he  not  be  retained." 
Pardon  our  grammar,  folks,  but  that  just 
ain't  no  way  to  treat  a  gentleman. 

Some  have  said  that  George's  so-called 
puritanical  approach  to  education  and  an 
inability  to  gain  the  support  of  students, 
faculty,  and  alumni  led  to  his  dismissal. 
Maybe  so,  but  the  school  owes  a  huge 
debt  of  gratitude  to  J.  B.  George  for  steer- 
ing it  safely  through  the  Great  Depression 
and  World  War  II,  arguably  the  most  dif- 
ficult periods  in  the  schools  history.  And. 
in  the  final  analysis,  the  bottom  line  is 
this  -  in  1933  the  Board  of  Trustees  voted 
to  "Let  George  Do  It",  and  by  George,  he 
did  it.  5*?- 

TO  BE  CONTINUED... 

"From  the  Archives"  is  compiled  and  written  by 

Yvonne  Arnold  of  the  Southern  Miss  Archh  es. 


JOE  COOK  MEMORIAL  LIBRARY 

(NOW  THE  KENNARD  WASHINGTON  STUDENT 

SERVICES  BUILDING). 


African  American 

Students  Reflect 

on  Changes 


PAUSING  FOR  A  PHOTO  BEFORE  THE  FEB.  29 

UNIVERSITY  FORUM  ARE,  FROM  RIGHT,  CIVIL  RIGHTS 

ACTIVIST  VICTORIA  GRAY  ADAMS.  ELAINE 

CHAMBERLAIN.  COLLEGE  BOARD  MEMBER  JAMES 

LUVENE.  HISTORY  PROFESSORS  DR.  NEIL  MCMILLEN 

AND  DR.  MARJORIE  SPRUILL  WHEELER.  RAYLAWNI 

BRANCH.  PROVOST  DR.  MYRON  HENRY  AND  DR.  CECIL 

GRAY,  ADAMS'  SON  AND  A  FACULTY  MEMBER  AT 

GETTYSBURG  COLLEGE  IN  PENNSYLVANIA. 


BY  BILL  SUTLEY 

University  Relations 

Thirty-five  years  after  they  shattered 
the  color  barrier  at  Southern  Miss, 
Elaine  Chamberlain  and  Raylawni  Branch 
liked  what  they  saw  during  a  recent  stroll 
across  campus. 

"I  was  very  filled  with  emotion  to  see 
all  the  faces  of  color  -  and,  with  it  all,  to 
see  the  freedom  now,"  said  Chamberlain, 
who  now  lives  in  Maryland. 


The  situation  was  different  in  1965  - 
and  the  memories  flooded  back  for  both 
women  during  a  rare  reunion  in  February. 

Chamberlain  and  Branch,  who  lives  in 
Hattiesburg,  were  reunited  at  Southern 
Miss  Feb.  28-29  for  the  first  time  since 
1993  as  featured  guests  for  USMs  annual 
African  American  History  Month  lecture 
named  in  their  honor. 

In  1965,  Chamberlain  was  an  18- 
year-old  graduate  of  Rowan  High  School. 
The  teen  was  well  known  in  Hattiesburgs 
African  American  community  for  her 
singing  prowess.  She  got  scholarship 
offers  from  two  out-of-state  historically 
black  universities,  but  she  wanted  to 
attend  school  closer  to  home. 

Branch  was  a  24-year-old  homemaker 
and  mother  of  three  then  -  but  she 
dreamed  of  a  life  in  medicine.  That  was 
despite  the  fact  that,  then  in  Hattiesburg, 
"there  were  no  jobs  for  black  profession- 
als or  blacks  period  unless  you  were  a 
cook  or  worked  in  someone's  home." 

Her  friends  in  the  Forrest  County 
NAACP  -  in  which  she  served  as  secre- 
tary -  knew  about  Branch's  dream  and 
offered  to  pay  her  tuition  if  she  would  act 
as  an  "escort"  for  a  teenager  who  wanted 
to  give  Southern  Miss  a  try. 

Despite  the  difference  in  their  ages, 
Chamberlain  recalls  that,  "We  were  both 
typical  wide-eyed  freshmen." 

The  Southern  Miss  administration  was 
determined  to  ensure  their  enrollment 
came  off  without  incident. 
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"I  think  whoever  was  controlling 
things  behind  the  scenes  knew  it  was 
time  to  make  a  change,"  Branch  said. 

At  the  1965  freshman  orientation  in 
Bennett  Auditorium,  six  bodyguards 
flanked  the  young  women. 

"On  the  whole,  there  were  no  great 
untoward  events,"  Branch  recalled. 

Elaine  remembers,  "There  was  a  lot  of 
name  calling  -  most  of  it  muttered  under 
people's  breath.  But  it  didn't  deter  our 
determination  to  do  what  we  came  to  do." 

Unlike  other  Mississippi  campuses,  the 
feared  physical  resistance  never  material- 
ized, and  Southern  Miss  was  integrated. 


Branch  and  Chamberlain  kept  to 
themselves  at  first;  they  walked  almost 
daily  from  easternmost  Hattiesburg. 
They  later  made  friends  with  many  white 
students. 

"Eventually,  the  coldness  began  to 
thaw,"  Chamberlain  said. 

Family  and  financial  concerns  caused 
Branch  to  temporarily  end  her  pursuit  of 
a  USM  nursing  degree  after  a  year. 

Chamberlain  stayed  three  years,  work- 
ing on  a  medical  technology  degree,  and 
became  active  in  the  Baptist  Student 
Union  and  served  on  the  yearbook  staff. 

She  sang  in  one  of  USM's  Panhellenic 
talent  shows  and  won  first  place. 

Chamberlain  proudly  remembers  one 
incident  that  occurred  shortly  before  she 
left  Southern  Miss,  when  a  graduating 
senior  approached  her  and  said,  'You 
know,  Elaine,  I  used  to  have  a  very  nega- 
tive view  of  blacks.  I  can  truly  say  you 
changed  my  opinion.'" 

Chamberlain  now  works  as  an  assis- 
tant to  the  senior  vice  president  of  Mel- 
wod  Training  Center  in  Upper  Marlboro, 
Md.  There,  she  offers  job  training  to 


PIONEERING  FORMER  SOUTHERN  MISS  STUDENTS 
RAYLAWNI  BRANCH.  LEFT,  OF  HATTIESBURG  AND 
ELAINE  CHAMBERLAIN  PAUSE  FOR  A  MOMENT 
BEFORE  THEIR  UNIVERSITY  FORUM  APPEARANCE  IN 
BENNETT  AUDITORIUM  -  THE  SAME  BUILDING  WHERE 
THEY  WERE  ACCOMPANIED  BY  SIX  BODYGUARDS  AS 
USM'S  FIRST  BLACK  STUDENTS  IN  1965. 


A  BENNETT  AUDITORIUM  AUDIENCE  OFFERED 
PIONEERING  FORMER  STUDENTS  RAYLAWNI 
BRANCH  AND  ELAINE  CHAMBERLAIN.  CENTER 
RIGHT,  A  STANDING  OVATION.  OTHERS  ON  STAGE 
INCLUDED,  FROM  LEFT,  CIVIL  RIGHTS  ACTIVIST 
VICTORIA  GRAY  ADAMS,  HISTORY  PROFESSOR 
DR.  NEIL  MCMILLEN  AND  COLLEGE  BOARD 
MEMBER  JAMES  LUVENE. 


physically  challenged  and  mentally 
retarded  adults.  Previously,  she  worked  as 
a  manager  for  the  American  Council  on 
Education  in  Washington,  D.C. 

Branch  went  on  to  finish  her  nursing 
degree  in  Florida,  became  a  lieutenant 
colonel  in  the  Air  Force  Reserve  and  later 
worked  as  a  chief  nurse  and  director  of 
an  operating  room.  She  moved  back  to 
Hattiesburg  in  1987  and  earned  a  masters 
in  nursing  from  Southern  Miss.  She  now 
teaches  nursing  at  Pearl  River  Community 
College  in  Poplarville. 

USM's  enrollment  of  14,349  last  fall 
included  2,61 1  African  American  stu- 
dents, or  18  percent.  While  both  women 
said  they  are  proud  of  the  changes  since 
1965,  they  note  that  Southern  Miss  can 
do  more  to  promote  diversity. 

"The  atmosphere  is  not  as  inclusive  as 
it  should  be,"  Branch  said.  "We  still  find 
ways  to  exclude  people." 

Chamberlain  echoed  that  sentiment: 
"We  have  made  inroads,  but  more  still 
needs  to  be  done."  P5« 


VICTORIA  GRAY  ADAMS,  A  FORMER 

HATTIESBURG  CIVIL  RIGHTS  ACTIVIST, 

RECALLS  HER  1960S  EXPERIENCES  PROMOTING 

VOTER  REGISTRATION  DURING  HER  FEB.  29 
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Four  Score 

and  Ten 


BY  YVONNE  ARNOLD 

University  Archives 

Four  score  and  10  years  ago,  the  state  of 
Mississippi  engendered  the  Mississippi 
Normal  College.  The  official  date  of  birth  is 
listed  as  March  30,  1910,  for,  on  that  day, 
Governor  Edmond  E  Noel  signed  the  leg- 
islative act  establishing  the  school.  At  90, 
the  institution  now  known  as  The  Universi- 
ty of  Southern  Mississippi  is  still  going 
strong.  Through  the  years,  its  struggles 
have  been  legion,  but,  like  a  mighty  oak  that 
has  weathered  many  a  storm,  it  has  some- 
times bent  but  never  broken. 


Perseverance  paid  off  in  the  second 
decade,  when  MNC  was  authorized  in 
1922  to  confer  the  baccalaureate.   In 
1924,  the  schools  name  was  changed  to 
State  Teachers  College,  and  continued 
efforts  to  elevate  its  status  led  to  accredi- 
tation by  the  Southern  Association  of  Col- 
leges and  Schools  in  1929.   On  the  down- 
side, the  decade  witnessed  the  firing  of 
President  Joe  Cook  in  1928. 

The  third  decade  was  host  to  the 
Great  Depression  and  its  attendant  prob- 
lems.  President  Claude  Bennett  was  fired 
in  1933,  and,  in  1934  and  1936,  bills 


During  its  first  decade,  the  school 
dealt  with  such  obstacles  as  pine  stumps 
the  size  of  tabletops;  livestock  that  infil- 
trated the  campus  from  adjacent  woods 
and  pastures;  World  War  I  and  its  deci- 
mation of  the  male  student  population, 
and  outbreaks  of  smallpox  and  influenza. 
In  the  meantime,  the  schools  detractors 
had  given  it  the  demeaning  nickname 
"Hardy  High."  In  spite  of  negative  factors 
and  influences,  the  administration  went 
about  the  business  of  building  a  cred- 
itable curriculum,  while  students  bonded 
with  the  institution  by  establishing 
numerous  organizations. 


FOOTBALL  TEAM.  1920 

were  introduced  in  the  Mississippi  House 
and  Senate  to  abolish  State  Teachers  Col- 
lege. The  latter  would  have  converted 
State  Teachers  College  to  the  southern 
branch  of  The  University  of  Mississippi. 
Can  you  believe  it?  Still,  the  decade 
ended  on  a  positive  note,  as  the  school 
underwent  its  second  name  change.   In 
1940,  it  was  designated  Mississippi 
Southern  College,  reflecting  the  fact  that 
it  was  no  longer  just  a  teachers  college. 
World  War  II  dominated  the  fourth 
decade,  as  the  male  student  population 
plummeted  once  again.   In  1945,  Presi- 
dent J.  B.  George  was  fired,  after  seeing 


WOMEN'S  BASKETBALL  TEAM,  1916 

the  school  safely  through  both  the  Depres- 
sion and  the  war.  The  decade  ended  with 
an  influx  of  returning  veterans  and 
restructuring  of  academic  programs. 

The  period  1955-1975  was  one  of 
sustained  growth,  during  which  enroll- 
ment increased  substantially;  physical 
facilities  grew  by  leaps  and  bounds;  and 
the  school  achieved  university  status.  It 
was  also  dunng  this  period  that  the  first 
African  American  students  were  admitted, 
and  the  Gulf  Park  campus  at  Long  Beach 
was  established. 

Advancement  has  continued  over  the 
ensuing  decades,  in  spite  of  periodic  budg- 
et cuts  that  forced  hiring  freezes  and  cut- 
ting of  programs.  And  even  though  the 
road  in  front  of  it  has  often  looked  more 
like  an  obstacle  course  than  a  highway, 
each  milestone  passed  has  helped  the 
school  to  carve  its  own  unique  niche 
among  Mississippi's  institutions  of  higher 
learning.  Now,  with  budget  cuts  looming 
on  the  horizon  once  again,  the  administra- 
tion is  girding  itself  to  meet  yet  another 
challenge.  But  that's  O.K.  Dealing  with 
challenge  is  what  the 
school  does  best, 
and  it  will  over- 
come this  latest 
obstacle,  just  as 
it  has  those  of 
the  past. 
Why?  Because 
experience  has 
taught  USM 
to  make  step-  \ 

,npc  £■ — 


ping-stones 

out  of  stumbling  blocks. 

Little  old  "Hardy  High"  has  come  a 
long  way  in  90  years,  and  the  end  is 
nowhere  in  sight.  So,  the  only  thing  left 
to  say  is,  Happy  Birthday,  Southern  Miss, 
and  Many  Happy  Returns!  HH 
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MEWS      AROUND CAMPUS 


USM  SENIOR  WINS 
RECOGNITION  FROM 
USA  TODAY 

USA  Today  selected  a  Southern  Miss  senior-to- 
be  on  the  third  team  for  the  All-USA  Acade- 
mic Team.  USM's  first  Truman  scholar,  Jere- 
my Lance  Brown,  is  an  English  and  political 
science  major  from  Selma,  Ala.  Out  of  the 
828  team  applicants,  Brown  was  the  only 
one  chosen  from  a  Mississippi  university 

Administrators  feel  that  Browns  interest 
in  poetry  politics,  and  his  three-point  shot 
separates  him  from  the  other  students  with 
flawless  4.0  grade  point  averages.  These  same 
qualities  won  him  the  Harry  S.  Taiman 
scholarship,  which  recognizes  students  who 
plan  careers  in  government  or  public  service. 
Brown  hopes  to  attend  Princeton  Universitys 
Wilson  School  of  Government  for  graduate 
school  but  plans  to  put  it  on  hold  for  a  while. 
Brown  has  the  opportunity  to  work  on  the 
staff  of  Alabama  Gov.  Don  Siegelman. 

Brown  has  been  a  crisis  hotline  work- 
er at  Southern  Miss'  Sexual  Assault  Crisis 
Center.  He  also  is  the  former  president  of 
Sigma  Phi  Epsilon. 

USM,  EXETER  TO  EXCHANGE 
SCIENCE  STUDENTS 

Beginning  this  fall,  science  majors  at  The 
University  of  Southern  Mississippi  will  be 
able  to  spend  a  semester  or  a  year  studying 
at  one  of  England's  finest  universities. 
USM's  College  of  International  and  Contin- 
uing Education  recently  entered  into  an 
agreement  with  the  University  of  Exeter, 
one  of  England's  top-tier  institutions,  to 
exchange  students  majoring  in  sciences. 

The  idea  of  an  exchange  program 
between  the  two  universities  began  when 
Exeter  approached  Southern  Miss  last  fall, 
said  Dr.  Tim  Hudson,  dean  of  USM's  Col- 
lege of  International  and  Continuing  Edu- 
cation. Exeter's  faculty  felt  USM's  wide  array 
of  science  courses  would  be  attractive  to  their 
students,  particularly  in  the  areas  of  chem- 
istry mathematics  and  polymer  science. 

The  exchange  with  Exeter  is  designed 
to  promote  the  exchange  of  students  in 
the  sciences,  a  group  traditionally  under- 
represented  in  study  abroad.  Southern 


Miss  students  will  take  a  full  course  load 
at  Exeter  to  earn  about  32  credit  hours 
for  the  academic  year. 


USM  PLAYS  IMPORTANT  ROLE 
IN  NUTRITION  PROGRAM 

Research  at  Southern  Miss  is  helping 
school  lunch  programs  across  the  country 
operate  more  efficiently,  Shirley  Watkins, 
undersecretary  for  the  U.S.  Department  of 
Agriculture,  said.  Watkins  visited  the  cam- 
pus to  see  the  work  being  done  by  the 
staff  of  the  National  Food  Services  Man- 
agement Institute's  Division  of  Applied 
research.  USM-based  research  has  been 
funded  by  the  USDA  since  1989. 

The  applied  research  division  focuses 
on  research  for  child  nutrition  programs 
across  the  country.  The  division  has 
begun  a  food  service  management  pilot 
study  to  help  train 
school  cafeteria 
managers  in  mak- 
ing and  following 
a  management 
plan.  Watkins  said 
that  child  nutrition 
is  of  particular 
importance  now, 
when  taxpayers 
are  demanding 
accountability  in 
federal  programs. 
School  cafeterias, 
she  said,  have  to 
be  run  as  self-sup- 
porting businesses. 

BOARD 
APPROVES 
EXPANSION 
OF  MARINE 
EDUCATION 
The  State  College 
Board  has  author- 
ized Southern 
Miss  to  proceed 
with  its  "Gateway 
to  the  Gulf  con- 
cept for  expanding 


marine  education  facilities  and  programs 
at  Cadet  Point  in  Biloxi.  The  concept 
builds  on  the  Universitys  national  leader- 
ship in  marine  education  and  includes 
planned  expansion  of  the  J.L.  Scott 
Marine  Education  Center  and  Aquarium. 
The  Board  authorized  USM  in  Febru- 
ary to  seek  partnership  with  the  City  of 
Biloxi,  Harrison  County  and  private  par- 
ties concerning  future  development  of  the 
19-acre  site.  The  office  of  Thomas  J.  Mar- 
tin, a  national  economic  consulting  firm, 
presented  the  Institution  of  Higher  Learn- 
ing with  five  options  for  development. 
One  option  the  firm  gave  IHL  was  to 
lease  the  property  by  the  casino  industry. 
Along  with  improving  the  quality  of 
marine  science  and  education,  this  pro- 
gram will  contnbute  to  community  and 
economic  development  of  the  Mississippi 
Gull  Coast. 
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USM  STUDENT  WINS 
INTERNATIONAL  AWARD 

A  junior  at  Southern  Miss  has  received 
one  of  five  scholarships  presented  by  the 
International  Trombone  Association. 
Trombonist  Michael  Lormand  placed  first 
in  a  competition  to  win  the  Marstellar 
Award  from  the  association.  Included  in 
the  award  is  full  tuition  and  room  and 
board  to  attend  the  International  Trom- 
bone Festival  in  Utrecht,  the  Netherlands. 

At  the  festival,  Lormand  performed  in 
recital  to  an  international  audience 
including  some  of  todays  best  trombon- 
ists. To  put  this  award  in  perspective  in 
relation  to  prestige,  Dr.  Marta  Hofacre, 
professor  of  trombone  at  USM,  said  the 
past  1TA  scholarship  winners  have  come 
from  some  of  the  finest  music  schools  in 
the  world,  including  the  New  England 
Conservatory  and  Juilliard. 

The  International  Trombone  Festival 
features  numerous  concerts,  recitals  and 
many  learning  opportunities  for  atten- 


dees. In  morning  and  afternoon  sessions, 
a  different  country  or  group  of  countries 
presents  some  of  the  best  trombonists. 
Each  evening,  concerts  are  presented  in 
Utrecht  s  1,800-seat  Muziek  Centrum 
Vredanburg,  one  of  the  finest  concert 
halls  in  the  Netherlands. 

CHEMISTRY  PROF  CALLS 
ZERO  G  EXPERIMENT  A 
SUCCESS 

A  Southern  Miss  chemistry  professor  has 
completed  his  fifth  round  of  work  in  a 
weightless  environment  on  a  NASA  KC- 
135  out  of  Johnson  Space  Center  in  Hous- 
ton. Dr.  John  Pojman  was  accompanied  on 
his  flights  by  recent  graduate  Bill  Ainsworth, 
who  works  full-time  in  Pojmans  lab. 
Pojman  tried  a  new  apparatus  to 
house  chemicals  for  his  experiment  on 
the  aircraft.  Russian  postdoctoral 
researcher  Dr.  Yuri  Chekanov  built  the 
experiment.  He  is  working  with  Southern 
Miss  fabrication  specialist  Steve  Selph  to 


test  how  miscible  fluids,  two  fluids  that 
can  dissolve  in  each  other,  interact  with- 
out the  interference  of  gravity. 

Pojman  was  able  to  show  that  much 
longer  periods  of  weightlessness  will  be 
needed  to  test  the  theoretical  calculations 
of  his  European  collaborators,  helping 
justify  the  need  to  conduct  the  experi- 
ment on  a  future  space  mission. 

USM  CONSTRUCTION 
PROJECTS  CLOSE  TO 
$100  MILLION 

The  University  of  Southern  Mississippi  is 
planning  nearly  $100  million  in  construc- 
tion and  renovation  projects  to  keep  pace 
with  the  academic,  physical  and  technical 
needs  of  its  expanding  student  popula- 
tion. President  Horace  Fleming  said  the 
University  has  experienced  a  12  percent 
enrollment  growth  rate  in  the  past  seven 
years.  In  order  to  serve  those  students, 
there  also  has  to  be  growth  in  the  facili- 
ties and  technology. 
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The  University  already  has  plans  in 
progress  for  the  Hattiesburg  and  Gulf 
Coast  campuses,  at  Gulf  Coast  Research 
Laboratory  in  Ocean  Springs  and  at 
Stennis  Space  Center  in  Hancock  Coun- 
ty. Along  with  the  projects,  the  Universi- 
ty has  committed  to  $16  million  in 
improvements  for  its  computer  network 
including  highspeed  fiber-optic  connec- 
tions to  more  than  1 5  buildings  on  the 
Hattiesburg  and  Gulf  Coast  campuses. 

USM  HELPS  STATE 
REACH  HIGH  MASTER 
TEACHER  NUMBERS 

Mississippi's  fourth-in-the-nation  ranking 
in  numbers  of  "master  teachers"  owes 
much  to  efforts  by  The  University  of 
Southern  Mississippi.  Southern  Miss  edu- 
cation programs  in  Hattiesburg  and  Long 
Beach  assisted  94  teachers,  or  a  third  of 
the  state's  292  educators  who  recently 
achieved  certification  by  the  National 
Board  of  Professional  Teaching  Standards. 
Master  teachers  receive  $6,000-a-year 
pay  raises  for  the  life  of  the  10-year  cer- 


tification. The  state  Department  of  Edu- 
cation has  helped  fund  Southern  Miss 
efforts  to  certify  established  educators. 
To  apply  for  certification,  teachers  must 
have  three  years  of  full-time  classroom 
experience  and  pay  a  $2,000  fee,  which 
is  refunded  by  the  state  if  the  applicant 
achieves  certification. 

The  certification  process  requires 
teachers  to  assess  their  professional 
development  and  their  involvement  in 
the  community  and  their  students'  fami- 
lies. Teachers  also  take  an  examination 
focusing  on  their  knowledge  of  their 
specific  teaching  area. 

USM  PARTICIPATES 
IN  LIBRARY  OF 
CONGRESS  PROJECT 

The  Pine  Hills  Culture  Program,  a  region- 
al folk-life  program  at  The  University  of 
Southern  Mississippi,  has  teamed  up  with 
local  congressmen  to  document  folk  tra- 
ditions in  south  Mississippi  as  part  of  a 
Library  of  Congress  project.  The  national 
project,  Local  Legacies,  is  part  of  their 


bicentennial  celebration.  It  is  designed  to 
document  and  pay  tribute  to  the  nation's 
rich  cultural  heritage. 

USM  is  working  with  the  offices 
of  Rep.  Ronnie  Shows  and  Rep.  Gene 
Taylor  to  include  two  submissions. 
"Roots  Reunion,"  an  old-fashioned  live 
radio  show  and  concert  spotlighting 
south  Mississippi's  musical  heritage, 
represented  Taylor's  distnct  on  Nov.  6. 
On  Nov.  28,  Show's  district  was  repre- 
sented at  a  meeting  of  the  Pearl  River 
South  Singing  Convention.  The  meeting 
brought  together  four  African  American 
church  congregations  in  Walthall  and 
Marion  counties  to  sing  hymns  in  the 
old  style  of  gospel  music  known  as 
shaped  note  singing. 

The  Local  Legacies  initiatives  seek  to 
record  aspects  of  the  nation'  s  diverse 
cultural  heritage  from  all  50  states.  U.S. 
trusts  and  territories,  and  assemble  a 
selection  of  documentary  matenal  at  the 
Library  of  Congress  to  share  with  all 
Americans. 


WHO  WAS  THE  FIRST  PRESIDENT  OF  THIS 
INSTITUTION? 


HOW  MANY  NATIONAL  FOOTBALL 
CHAMPIONSHIPS  HAS  SOUTHERN  MISS  WON? 
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WHAT  WAS  THE  ORIGINAL  USE 
OF  THE  HUB? 


WHAT  WAS  THE  REASON  FOR  THE  CANCELLATION  OF 
THE  1923  FOOTBALL  CONTEST  BETWEEN  SOUTHERN 
MISS  AND  THE  UNIVERSITY  OF  MISSISSIPPI? 


WHICH  SOUTHERN  MISS  FACULTY  MEMBER  WAS 
"NEWSWORTHY"  DURING  THE  1984  SUMMER 
OLYMPICS  IN  LOS  ANGELES? 


DRUGS  AND  VIRTUES  ARE  THIS  FORMER  UNIVERSITY 
PROFESSOR'S  CLAIM  TO  FAME.  WHO  IS  IT? 
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MEMBERS  OF  THE  ATLANTA  METRO  CHAPTER  OF 
THE  SOUTHERN  MISS  ALUMNI  ASSOCIATION  ARE 
SHOWN  PRESENTING  ONE  OF  THE  MANY 
BASKETS  THEY  PROVIDED  AS  A    "WELCOME  TO 
SOUTHERN  MISS"  PRESENT  TO  A  NUMBER  OF 
ATLANTA-AREA  STUDENTS  AT  THE  UNIVERSITY. 

FORMER  STATE  SUPREME  COURT 
JUSTICE  TEACHES  USM  CLASS 

The  former  Mississippi  Supreme  Court 
justice  believes  that  a  good  teacher  is 
someone  who  can  help  students  apply 
theory  to  real-life  situations.  Jim  Roberts 
follows  this  philosophy  as  an  adjunct  pro- 
fessor at  Southern  Miss.  Roberts,  who 
retired  from  the  bench  to  run  for  gover- 
nor, taught  a  graduate-level  seminar  in 
American  civil  liberties  this  past  semester. 
Roberts  has  no  prior  teaching  experi- 
ence, but  has  conducted  many  seminars. 
He  also  has  served  as  a  county  prosecu- 
tor, the  state's  commissioner  of  public 
safety  a  chancery  court  judge  and  a 
Supreme  Court  justice.  The  class  was 
based  heavily  on  these  experiences. 

THE  PRIDE  ALUMNI  ASSOCIATION 
SEARCHES  FOR  MEMBERS 

The  Pride  of  Mississippi  Alumni  Association 
is  updating  its  roster  with  cunent  informa- 
tion of  all  known  Pride  members  including 
Band,  Dixie  Darlings,  Flag,  Guards,  Drum 
Majors,  and  Twirlers.  The  PMAA  Board  is 
also  searching  for  new  members  who  have 
participated  in  any  part  of  the  Pride,  whether 
they  graduated  from  USM  or  not. 

The  PMAA  asks  for  your  help  in  get- 
ting as  many  of  the  Pride  Alumni  on  the 
roster  as  possible.  In  order  to  keep  the 
roster  current,  they  ask  for  all  information 
to  be  sent  to  Robert  Bassett  at  6029 


Southeast  Third  Street,  Midwest  City, 
Okla.,  73110.  Pride  members  can  also  e- 
mail  him  at  rtbassett@aol.com.  Bassett 
asks  for  all  ladies  to  include  their  maiden 
and  married  names  in  the  information. 

USM  HELPING  MDOT 
BUILD  BRIDGE  TO  FUTURE 

A  Southern  Miss  faculty  member  is 
paving  the  way  for  state  transportation 
officials  to  boost  their  use  of  technology 
to  make  road  and  bridge  dollars  go  fur- 
ther. Mississippi  Department  of  Trans- 
portation began  a  new  project  on  a  Cov- 
ington County  bridge  for  the  first  test  of  a 
two-year  program  to  computerize  sched- 
uling of  agency  projects.  University  pro- 
fessor David  Marchman  is  the  construc- 
tion engineering  technology  coordinator 
who  feels  this  project  will  set  the  standard 
for  all  MDOT  projects. 

Marchman  is  the  author  of  a  new  book 
on  SureTrak  software,  developed  by  Penn- 
sylvania-based Primavera  Systems,  Inc. 
SureTrak  is  at  the  heart  of  the  Southern 
Miss  project,  which  the  state  funded  with 
a  $100,000  grant  in 
1999  and  a  $57,000 
grant  in  2000.  Pro- 
ject coordinator 
Terry  Anderson, 
assistant  professor  of 
engineenng  technol- 
ogy, said  MDOTs 
adoption  of  SureTrak 
would  "allow  for 
more  efficient  uti- 
lization of  resources" 
by  both  MDOT  and 
its  contractors. 

The  test  project 
now  being  coordi- 
nated by  Anderson, 
Marchman  and  Paul 
Crigler,  a  Southern 
Miss  construction 
engineering  technol- 
ogy instructor,  calls 
for  replacement  of 
four  bridges  on  the 
southbound  lanes  of 
U.S.  49  between 
Seminary  and 
Mount  Olive  by 
October. 


NEW  DATABASE  ADDS 
DEPTH  TO  USM  RESEARCH 

University  of  Southern  Mississippi  students 
and  faculty  can  now  dig  deeper  in  their 
scholarly  research  because  of  a  new  data- 
base for  the  USM  libraries.  Southern  Miss 
joined  a  library  cooperative  with  more  than 
500  other  institutions  called  JSTOR.  This 
allows  full-text,  online  access  to  117  major 
research  journals  in  a  variety  of  disciplines. 

USM  library  users  can  already  access  full- 
text  articles  from  several  thousand  journals, 
but  many  only  link  to  issues  released  in  the 
most  recent  years.  In  JSTOR,  the  journals 
begin  with  volume  1 .  For  some  journals, 
that  can  mean  access  to  more  than  a  century's 
worth  of  scholarly  research.  Because  of 
license  restrictions  with  publishers,  the 
JSTOR  database  does  not  include  the  most 
recent  three  to  five  years  of  each  tide. 

JSTOR  is  always  seeking  new  journal 
titles  for  its  database,  and  plans  are  in  the 
works  to  add  more  journals  in  the  sci- 
ences, business,  ecology,  botany  and  liter- 
ature. Southern  Miss  users  can  gain 
access  through  the  USM  libraries  web  site 
at  http/Avww.lib. usm.edu  or  through  the 
JSTOR  site  at  http//www.jstor.org. 


Staying  with  us? 


Next    road    trip,  reliable-   connections, 

count  on  Baymont  Baymont  is  a  member 

Inn  &  Suites  for  clean.  of  the  USM  Eagle  Club. 

comfortable    rooms  Call    today    for    your 

and  the  CALL  ATTM  USM   Current  Alumni 

Calling  Card  for  clear,  Retail  Discount. 


Baymont 

INN    &    SI    Ills 

123  I'l.i/.i  Drive 

Hattiesburg,MS  39402 

601-264-8380 


2000  mm  mi  Rljjhis  Reserved 


J  AT&T 


lii  order  the 
CALL  ATT  Calling  Card, 
dial  1  800  CALL  ATT 
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Giving 

back 

has 
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been 


CARD  CODE  M239 

hen  you  carry  The  University  of  Southern 
Mississippi  Platinum  Visa  card,  you'll  carry 
more  than  just  another  credit  card. 

This  is  the  only  Visa  card  program  that 
helps  support  important  activities  sponsored 
by  The  University  of  Southern  Mississippi 
Alumni  Association — at  no  extra  cost  to 
you.  It's  an  easy  way  to  show  your  Golden 
Eagle  pride,  because  each  time  you  use  your 
card  to  make  a  purchase — a  contribution 
will  automatically  be  made  to  programs 
sponsored  by  the  Southern  Miss  Alumni 
Association. 


1 -800-FIRST-USA     TO   APPLY^^j 
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BY  RICHARD  HODGES 


Tennessee  Ernie  Ford,  born  Ernest 
Jennings  Ford  on  February  13, 
1919,  in  Bristol,  Tennessee,  made  an 
indelible  impact  on  America  and  the  world 
through  his  unparalleled  accomplishments 
in  radio,  records,  and  television.  Through- 
out his  legendary  career,  spanning  over  50 
years,  Ford's  early  successes  as  a  radio  per- 
sonality led  to  his  signing  with  Capitol 
Records  in  1949.  During  those  50  years,  he 
released  a  total  of  83  albums  on 
the  Capitol  label  and  scores  of  single 
records,  including  his  classic  version  of 
Merle  Travis'  timeless  anthem  to  the  work- 
ing man,  Sixteen  Tons. 


At  the  time  of  its  release,  Sixteen  Tons 
was  the  fastest-selling  single  in  the  history 
of  Capitol  Records. 

From  1956  to  1965,  Ford's  top-rated 
television  series,  for  both  NBC  and  ABC, 
brought  not  only  his  voice  but  Ford  him- 
self into  the  living  rooms  of  homes  across 
the  country  every  week.  Through  his  nat- 
ural, unaffected  charm,  friendliness,  and 
honesty,  Ford  became  much  more  than 
just  a  host  for  his  own  prime-time  vanety 
shows.  He  became  a  cherished  member 
of  millions  of  American  families  . . .  fami- 
lies from  every  corner  of  the  country, 
from  every  lifestyle.  Consistently  among 
the  highest-rated  shows,  NBC's  The  Ford 
Show  featured  all  the  ingredients  of  the 


top  variety  shows  of  the  day-Hollywood's 
greatest  guest  stars,  top-of-the-line  pro- 
duction, and  terrific  music. 

In  September  of  1991,  Ford  taped  an 
extended  television  interview  in  Los 
Angeles  with  his  longtime  friend  Dinah 
Shore.  Sadly,  it  was  to  be  his  last  televi- 
sion appearance.  In  October,  after  attend- 
ing a  state  dinner  at  the  White  House 
with  President  and  Mrs.  Bush,  he  fell  ill 
while  en  route  to  Dulles  International 
Airport.  His  condition  was  grave,  and, 
though  he  rallied  for  a  brief  time,  with 
his  sons  at  his  side,  Ernest  Jennings 
Ford  passed  away  October  17,  1991- 
36  years  to  the  day  after  the  release  of 
Sixteen  Tons. 

Less  than  one  month  before  Tennessee 
Ernie  Ford  died  on  October  17,  1991, 
this  American  musical  legend  gave  The 
University  of  Southern  Mississippi  his 
entire  collection  of  music  that  had  been 
arranged  for  his  television  shows,  radio 
broadcasts,  commercial  recordings,  and 
personal  appearances.  This  extensive 
library  of  original  manuscripts  represents 
almost  half  a  century  from  the  main- 
stream of  20th-century  American  popular 
music.  It  includes  popular  songs,  railroad 
songs,  cowboy  songs,  country  music 
especially  from  the  Southern  Appalachian 
Mountains,  hymns,  patriotic  songs,  Civil 
War  songs,  and  a  surprising  amount  of 
classical  music.  The  importance  of  such  a 
collection  is  that  it  provides  scholars  of 
20th-century  popular  culture  a  unique 
source  of  original  materials  that  reflect 
the  life  and  times  of  millions  of  Ameri- 
cans during  the  dynamic  decades  from 
the  1940s  through  the  1980s. 

The  Tennessee  Ernie  Ford  Music 
Library  will  be  housed  in  the  McCain 
Library  on  the  Southern  Miss  campus.  In 
honor  of  this  donation,  we  are  now  plan- 
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Step  back  in  time  to  an  era  of  bcifiUloes  and  wild  horsed 
cowboys  and  Indians.  Annie  Oakley  and  Buffalo  Bill/ 

The  University  of  Southern  Mississippi 
Tennessee  Ernie  Ford  "Sixteen  Tons  of  Fun"  Weekend 

presents 

The  Greatest 

Wild  West  Show 

In  America 

Wild  Bronc  Riding!  Whip  Crackers!         Trick  Ropers! 

Exploding  Covered  Wagons!        Snapshooting! 
Stagecoach  Attacks!  Horses  Jumping  Through  Rings  of  Fire! 

jEjLlIjiIjrA'C^Jr*  jF^C3lXXV  jl  JBJLj  jc3lCJJc*.£lS^9 
TX7ILJO  XXT&&T  SHOW 

ONE  DAY  ONLY! 

June  10,  2000  -  2:30  &  7:30  p.m. 

James  Lynn  Cartlidge  Multi  Purpose  Center 
Highway  49  South,  Hattiesburg,  Mississippi 

$10  (CHILDEEN  3  AND  UNDER  $5) 

TICKETS:  (601)-266-5418 


rid  MasterCard 
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ning  a  celebration  of  the  life  and  career  of 
Tennessee  Ernie  Ford,  to  take  place  in 
Hattiesburg,  the  weekend  of  June  9-10, 
2000.  Our  purposes  in  planning  this  cele- 
bration are  to  celebrate  the  life  and  work 
of  Tennessee  Ernie  Ford,  to  promote  the 
Tennessee  Ernie  Ford  Music  Library  at 
The  University  of  Southern  Mississippi, 
and  to  establish  the  TENNESSEE 
ERNIE  FORD  MUSIC  SCHOLARSHIP 
ENDOWMENT. 

The  TENNESSEE  ERNIE  FORD 
SIXTEEN  TONS  OF  FUN  WEEKEND 
kicks  off  at  700  p.m.,  Friday,  June  9,  2000, 


at  the  Hattiesburg  Lake  Terrace 
Convention  Center,  with  a  TRIBUTE 
DINNER  honoring  the  man  and  his  music. 
Hosted  by  celebrated  comic  actor  George 
Lindsey  -  "Goober"  from  the  "Andy  Gnffith 
Show"  -  the  evening  will  be  filled  with 
anecdotes  and  memories  of  Ford  offered 
by  his  family  and  friends  such  as  singer 
Brenda  Lee.  The  meal  itself  will  put 
Mamas  Sunday  dinner  to  shame!  In 
keeping  with  the  character  of  the  man 
honored,  we  suggest  you  leave  your 
black  tie  in  the  closet  and  just  wear 
your  Sunday  best. 


The  next  morning,  it's  time  to 
hit  a  few  balls.  The  TENNESSEE  ERNIE 
FORD  PEA  PICKERS  INVITATIONAL 
GOLF  TOURNAMENT  is  geared  for  the 
avid  golfer,  as  well  as  the  duffer.  Held 
at  Timberton  Country  Club,  the  tourna- 
ment will  be  played  on  a  four-star 
course  that  01'  Ern  himself  would  have 
enjoyed  playing.  Tee-off  is  at  8:00  a.m. 

The  grand  finale  of  the  TENNESSEE 
ERNIE  FORD  SIXTEEN  TONS  OF  FUN 
WEEKEND  is  a  special  presentation  of 
another  great  American  institution, The 
Hilltop  Painted  Acres  Wild  West  Show, 
the  greatest  Wild  West  show  in  America. 
Step  back  in  time  to  an  era  of  buffaloes 
and  wild  horses,  cowboys  and  Indians. 
Annie  Oakley  and  Buffalo  Bill.  From  wild 
bronc  riding  to  a  tnbute  to  our  "Silver 
Screen  Cowboys,"  this  show  will  keep 
you  on  the  edge  of  your  seat  with  whip 
crackers,  trick  ropers,  and  sharpshooters. 
Held  at  Hattiesburg's  new  James  Lynn 
Cartlidge  Multi  Purpose  Center,  with 
shows  at  2:30  p.m.  and  7:30  p.m..  this  is 
the  perfect  event  for  the  whole  family. 


TENNESSEE  ERNIE  FORD  SANG  ANYTHING 
FROM  RAILROAD  SONGS  TO  HYMNS;  FROM 
PATRIOTIC  SONGS  TO  CLASSICAL  MUSIC.  HE 
ALSO  PERFORMED  WITH  SUCH  STARS  AS 
THE  SUPREMES  AND  MINNIE  PEARL. 


There's  fun  for  everyone  during  the 
TENNESSEE  ERNIE  FORD  "SIXTEEN 
TONS  OF  FUN"  WEEKEND.  So  pack  up 
your  duds,  and  YALL  COME! 

For  ticket  information,  call  (601)  266- 
5418.  For  any  other  information,  call 
(601)261-1309.  B 
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THLETICS 


HOOPS  TEAMS  FINISH  WITH 
WINNING  MARKS 

Both  the  mens  and  women's  basketball 
squads  ended  the  1999-2000  season  with 
winning  records;  James  Greens  team  fin- 
ished with  a  17-12  mark  and  Rick  Reeves' 
first  Southern  Miss  squad  finished  17-13. 

The  17- win  season  marked  the  sec- 
ond winning  year  in  the  last  three  for 
Green,  and  Reeves'  team  advanced  to  the 
Women's  National  Invitation  Tourna- 
ment, capping  the  25th  season  of  Lady 
Golden  Eagle  basketball. 

GOLDEN  EAGLE,  C-USA 
FOOTBALL  NOTES 

The  2000  football  season  is  still  several 
months  away,  but  the  preseason  accolades 
are  already  beginning  to  roll  in  for  this 
year's  crop  of  Golden  Eagles.  CollegeFoot- 
ballNews.com  has  released  its  preseason 
all-America  team,  with  senior  defensive 
end  Cedric  Scott  listed  with  the  first  team 
and  junior  defensive  back  Leo  Barnes  a 
second-team  selection.  Conference  USA 
has  five  players  listed  among  these  top 
24,  and  future  C-USA  member  TCU  has  a 
player  honored  as  well. 

Southern  Miss  also  has  four  players 
picked  on  the  preseason  C-USA  squad 
from  the  same  site.  Those  Golden  Eagles 
on  the  all-Conference  USA  team  are  run- 
ning back  Derrick  Nix,  Scott,  defensive 
tackle  DeQuincy  Scott  and  Barnes. 

It  has  also  been  announced  that  South- 
em  Miss'  first  two  games  will  be  televised; 
the  season-opener  at  Tennessee  will  report- 
edly be  the  prime  time  feature  game  on 
ESPN  and  the  game  at  Alabama  will  be 
broadcast  on  ESPN2.  The  final  game  of  the 
regular  season,  East  Carolina  at  The  Rock, 
will  be  broadcast  by  Fox  Sports  Net. 

Conference  USA  has  also  added 
another  bowl  tie-in.  C-USA's  champion 
will  continue  to  head  to  the  Liberty  Bowl 
and  the  No.  2  team  will  play  in  the 
Mobile  Alabama  Bowl;  beginning  this  sea- 
son, the  No.  3  team  in  C-USA  will  partic- 
ipate in  the  galleryfurniture.com  Bowl  in 
Houston,  Texas,  against  a  team  from  the 
Big  12  Conference.  The  game  will  be 


DERRICK  NIX.  WHO  HAS  RUSHED  FOR  OVER 
1,000  YARDS  IN  EACH  OF  HIS  TWO  SEASONS, 
HAS  BEEN  SELECTED  TO  THE  PRESEASON  ALL- 
CONFERENCE  USA  TEAM. 


played  in  the  Astrodome  for  the  next  two 
years  and  will  move  to  the  new  facility 
being  built  for  Houston's  expansion  NFL 
team  in  2002.  This  year's  game  will  be 
played  December  27  at  7:00  p.m.  CST 
and  will  be  broadcast  on  ESPN. 

BASEBALL  SQUAD 
HITS  THE  TUBE 

Southern  Miss  fans  have  gotten  used  to 
seeing  the  football  Golden  Eagles  on  televi- 
sion over  the  last  few  years,  and  both  the 
men's  and  women's  basketball  teams  have 
made  their  share  of  appearances  on  TV 
Corky  Palmer's  baseball  Golden  Eagles  can 
now  add  their  names  to  that  list. 

The  team,  which  advanced  to  the  finals 
of  the  NCAA  subregionals  last  season,  made 
five  appearances  in  front  of  the  live  television 
cameras  this  season;  FOX  Sports  Net  South 
showed  the  Sunday  C-USA  matchups  with 
Louisville  and  Houston  as  part  of  their 
Game  of  the  Week  package,  and  the  non- 
conference  contests  against  Alabama  and 
Mississippi  State  were  shown  on  the  Com- 
cast Sports  Southeast  network.  All  five 
games  were  played  at  Southern  Miss. 

SOFTBALL  TEAM  HEADS 
BACK  TO  NCAA'S 

Lu  Harris'  Southern  Miss  squad  is  having 
no  problems  with  the  "sophomore  jinx"; 
after  advancing  to  the  Women's  College 
World  Series  in  their  inaugural  year  last 
season,  the  Lady  Golden  Eagles  are 


working  towards  a  return. 

At  press  time,  Southern  Miss  was 
ranked  No.  8  in  the  nation  and  had  just 
received  news  that  it  was  making  a  second 
straight  trip  to  Baton  Rouge,  La.  for  the 
NCAA  Regionals.  The  Lady  Golden  Eagles 
headed  into  the  Regional  as  the  No.  2  seed 
and  once  again  opened  up  with  a  team 
from  Oregon,  the  Lady  Ducks  of  the  Uni- 
versity of  Oregon  (last  season  they  opened 
with  Oregon  State).  Also  in  the  Regional 
are;  LSU,  Hofstra,  Louisiana-Lafayette  and 
Northwestern  (La.)  State. 

Southern  Miss  has  received  much 
attention  on  an  individual  basis  as  well. 
Courtney  Blades,  the  senior  pitcher  who 
was  named  to  the  all-America  squad  last 
season,  was  named  the  Jackson  Touch- 
down Club's  Mississippi  Amateur  Athlete 
of  the  Year  at  its  recent  awards  banquet. 
She  has  also  been  named  the  Conference 
USA  Pitcher  of  the  Week  on  several  occa- 
sions and  was  selected  as  the  NFCA 
National  Player  of  the  Week  three  times 
this  season.  She  broke  both  her  own 
NCAA  single-season  strikeout  mark,  and, 
during  the  final  series  of  the  regular  sea- 
son, became  the  all-time  NCAA  strikeout 
leader.  The  Lady  Golden  Eagles  swept 
South  Florida  in  that  weekend  series  to 
clinch  the  inaugural  regular  season  C- 
USA  title,  and  followed  it  with  three 
straight  shutout  victories  to  claim  the  first 
C-USA  Softball  Tournament  crown.  The 
tournament  was  hosted  by  Southern  Miss 
at  Oak  Grove's  Optimist  Park,  which 
served  as  home  field  this  season. 

Amy  Berman,  who  joined  Blades  as  a 
first-team  all-American  last  season,  has 


22 


THE  TALON 


been  named  the  C-USA  Hitter  of  the 
Week,  along  with  teammates  Erin  John- 
son, Jennifer  Collins,  Kenya  Peters  and 
Chrystal  Stevens. 

SPORTS  OFFERINGS  CHANGE 
AFTER  DEFICIT  ADJUSTMENT 

Southern  Miss  will  raise  the  price  of  sea- 
son football  tickets,  and  downsize  and 
eliminate  some  of  its  non-revenue-pro- 
ducing intercollegiate  sports  in  an  effort 
to  attack  budget  shortfalls  created  largely 
by  the  recent  expansion  of  women's  ath- 
letics programs.  Among  other  things,  the 
plan  calls  for  the  elimination  of  men's 
cross  country  and  indoor  track,  according 
to  Athletic  Director  Richard  Giannini. 

NFL  NABS  FOUR  GOLDEN 
EAGLES  IN  DRAFT 

The  Southern  Miss  pipeline  to  the 
National  Football  League  -  which  was 
noted  by  one  of  ESPN's  commentators  - 
continued  during  the  2000  NFL  Draft, 
held  April  15-16  in  New  York.  Four  of 
Jeff  Bowers  senior  standouts  from  this 
past  season  now  know  with  whom  they 
will  be  employed  this  coming  year; 
receiver  Todd  Pinkston  was  selected  in 
the  second  round  by  the  Philadelphia 
Eagles,  linebacker  T.J.  Slaughter  was 
taken  in  the  third  round  by  the  AFC  Cen- 
tral Division  champion  Jacksonville 
Jaguars,  defensive  end  Adalius  Thomas 


ALL-AMERICAN  PITCHER  COURTNEY 
BLADES  BROKE  BOTH  HER  OWN  SINGLE- 
SEASON  RECORD  AND  THE  CAREER 
RECORD  THIS  YEAR  TO  BECOME  THE  NCAA 
SOFTBALL  STRIKEOUT  QUEEN.  THE  LADY 
GOLDEN  EAGLES  RETURNED  TO  BLADES' 
HOMETOWN  OF  BATON  ROUGE,  LA.  FOR  THE 
NCAA  REGIONALS. 


was  picked  by  the  Baltimore  Ravens  and 
receiver  Sherrod  Gideon  was  selected  by 
the  New  Orleans  Saints. 

During  the  week  following  the  draft, 
three  more  Golden  Eagles  received  free 
agent  contracts:  defensive  back  Terrance 
Parrish  signed  with  the  defending  NFC 
Central  Division  champion  Tampa  Bay 
Buccaneers;  linebacker  Ty  Trahan  was 
picked  up  by  the  San  Francisco  49ers; 
and  offensive  lineman  Shederick  Black- 
mon  joined  the  New  York  Giants. 

COX  NAMED  MISSISSIPPI'S 
TOP  SPORTSCASTER 

John  Cox,  the  longtime  "Voice"  of  South- 
ern Miss  athletics  on  radio  and  television, 
has  been  named  Mississippi  Sportscaster  of 
the  Year  for  1999  by  the  National  Sports- 
casters  and  Sportswriters  Association. 

This  is  the  fourth  time  that  Cox  has 
been  named  the  states  top  sportscaster.  He 
previously  earned  the  award  in  1986, 
1988  and  1989. 

USM  GETS  "BEST"  GIFT 

Joe  Best  71,  Group  President  and  Chief 
Executive  Officer  of  PMSI  Project  Men- 
tors, announced  recently  a  gift  of  $2  mil- 
lion to  The  University  of  Southern  Missis- 
sippi. 

The  $2  million  gift  from  Best  will  go 
toward  the  new  athletic  center,  which  will 
begin  its  construction  this  summer,  and 
other  planned  athletic  facilities  on  cam- 
pus. A  portion  of  the  gift  will  also  go 
toward  student-athlete  scholarships. 

"The  education  I  received  at  Southern 
Mississippi  has  been  the  basis  for  much 
of  the  success  I  have  achieved  in  busi- 
ness," Best  said.  "Over  the  years,  I  have 
watched  universities  in  the  South  grow 
and  prosper  through  achieving  success  in 
athletics.  I  hope  this  gift  creates  the  impe- 
tus for  other  donations,  which  will 
enhance  Southern  Mississippi's  ability  to 
attract  and  field  world-class  talent." 

Best  provided  USM  with  $400,000; 
and  the  balance  of  the  $2  million  will  be 
paid  over  the  next  15  years.  His  gift  is 
the  largest  single  gift  to  athletics  in  the 
history  of  Southern  Miss.  5^ 
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VSKUb 

No.  29,  First  Base 
Pittsburgh  Pirates 


During  the  1999  season,  became  only  the 
third  first  baseman  in  Major  League  histo- 
ry to  score  100  runs  and  collect  at  least 
40  doubles,  20  home  runs,  100  RBI  and 
20  stolen  bases  in  a  season.  Led  all 
National  League  first  basemen  in  putouts. 
total  chances  and  double  plays  last  sea- 
son. Was  NL  Player  of  the  Week  during 
week  following  '99  All  Star  Game.  His 
first  Major  League  home  run  un  1993") 
was  a  game-winner  for  the  Pirates  Was 
American  Association  Rookie  of  the  Year 
with  the  AAA.  Buffalo  Bisons  in  10Q2  Is 
in  his  second  stint  with  Pittsburgh;  also 
played  with  Kansas  City  one  year.  Named 
an  all -American  while  at  Southern  Miss 
Led  Southern  Miss  to  first-ever  NCAA 
Tournament  bid  m  1 990 
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It  All  Started  Because  of  a  Wreck 

BY  ROBERT  INGRAM  70,  71 

May  1967;  the  Blue  Chanot  is  dead,  killed  by  a  spi- 
der-frightened female  station  wagon  driver  who 
chased  my  car  and  me  into  a  pile  of  lumber  in 
Lamb's  Lumberyard  in  Summit,  Mississippi. 

The  death  of  my  '64  deep  blue  Volkswagen 
Beetle  was  the  final  blow.   One  year  of  Southwest 
Junior  College  was  enough.  It  was  time  to  flee 
McComb,  Mississippi,  and  become  all  I  could  be, 
or  at  least  find  a  place  I  could  stay  out  after  mid- 
night and  drink  more  than  two  beers  while  escap- 
ing my  parent's  watchful  eyes.  Even  more  importantly,  my  high  school 
senior  girlfriend  could  enroll  and  we  could  both  escape  the  really  watch- 
ful eyes  of,  and  brutal  curfew  established  by,  her  parents. 

First  real  freedom,  the  earned  kind  not  the  sneaky  kind,  is  a  heavenly 
expenence.  Trying  to  pack  for  two  in  a  '65  Volkswagen  was  sobenng  but 
could  not  dampen  the  euphoria  resulting  from  the  knowledge  that  parental 
curfews  were  a  thing  of  the  past.  Questions  about  tests  and  homework 
would  have  to  be  by  long  distance  (and  there  were  no  phones  in  the  dorm 
rooms).  Sixty  percent  of  the  students  were  females  (in  case  my  current  rela- 
tionship deteriorated),  and  beer  was  cheap  and  plentiful  in  Hattiesburg. 

Arriving  at  Mississippi  Hall,  a  female  freshman  dorm,  we  began 
unloading  all  of  Barbara's  belongings.  This  consisted  primarily  of  high 
school  graduation  gifts  she  had  received  from  friends  and  relatives  antici- 
pating her  trip  to  college-approximately  12  laundry  bags,  15  alarm 
clocks,  six  pairs  of  slippers,  three  travel  irons,  nine  photo  albums,  some 
skins,  blouses,  jeans,  shorts,  and  a  bikini  or  two.   I  was  quickly  forgotten 
as  Barbara  became  immersed  in  meeting  other  freshmen  girls.   I  was 
expecting  a  pajama  party  to  materialize  before  my  unbelieving  eyes  as 
Barbara,  Glenda,  Kathy  and  Karen  talked  and  acted  like  old  friends  and 
started  planning  their  next  four  years  as  well  as  their  weddings  and 
names  of  future  first-born  children. 

Sneaking  out  quickly,  I  headed  for  my  first  look  at  THE  ROCK.  "Stay 
on  the  second  floor,"  friends  warned.  "The  cherry  bombs  that  are  flushed 
from  the  third  floor  usually  don't  explode  till  they  reach  the  bottom,  and 
nobody  in  their  right  mind  would  subject  themselves  to  the  rejects  who  live 
on  the  third  floor."  "Man,  it's  great  to  have  older,  mature  college  friends  to 
give  me  advice  and  ensure  a  successful  college  career,"  I  thought! 

Walking  into  room  203, 1  was  surprised  to  leam  that  Southern's 
recent  growth  spurt  had  outpaced  dormitory  construction,  and  there  were 
three  of  us  sharing  a  room  much  smaller  than  my  room  at  home.  Two  of 
us  were  already  friends  and  I  suspect  the  third  underwent  hypnosis  and 
maybe  even  electrical  shock  therapy  to  permanently  remove  our  memo- 
ries from  his  brain.  Dorm  life,  in  The  Rock  as  well  as  later  in  Bond  Hall, 
probably  did  as  much  to  prepare  me  for  "real"  life  as  anything  else  in  my 
college  experience.  Sharing  close  quarters  with  dozens  of  people  with 
different  sleeping,  eating,  studying,  dating,  religious  and  (yuck)  even 
bathing  habits  and  idiosyncrasies  helped  me  survive  bosses  with  person- 
alities ranging  from  Attila  the  Hun  to  Mr.  Dithers,  with  the  occasional 
perfect  (that's  you,  President  Fleming)  thrown  in. 

Somehow,  between  weekend-long  games  of  "Risk";  traveling  to  any  ball- 
game  my  VW  could  find;  trying  to  see  through  the  darkness  at  the  Town 
House  to  determine  how  old  the  blond  barmaid  in  the  low-cut  top  really  was; 
learning  to  speak  Greek  from  "Theo  Tasio"  at  the  California  Sandwich  Shop; 
always  receiving  a  hamburger  steak  with  fries,  white  bread,  and  a  cold  beer  at 
the  Oaks  (no  matter  what  we  ordered);  trying  to  avoid  the  lady  with  the  flash- 
light while  ostensibly  watching  the  movie  from  the  back  seat  of  a  car  at  the 
Beverly  Drive  Inn;  buying  day  old  homemade  bread  at  the  Wagon  Wheel  for 
10  cents  a  loaf;  watching  John  Fred  and  the  Playboys,  Paul  Anka,  Glen 
Campbell,  Blood  Sweat  and  Tears,  Steppenwolf,  Ike  and  Tina  Turner,  Chica- 
go, and  others  in  concen;  dancing  to  Irma  Thomas,  Ernie  K-Doe,  and  Bennie 
Spellman  at  what  had  to  be  the  greatest  (legal)  party  ever  held  on  campus; 


reading  "Evergreen",  which  the  University  had  classified  as  a  nature  maga- 
zine; and  watching  Wendell  Ladner  and  "Kill  Rex  Kill"  Barnes  destroy  oppo- 
nents in  different  sports,  1  somehow  found  time  to  go  to  class. 

No  better  teachers  have  ever  lived  than  Tom  Ivy,  Dick  Vreeland,  Roger 
King,  and  Clayton  Sullivan  (who  made  "The  Life  of  Jesus"  into  the  hardest 
elective  ever  taken  and  who  forced  one  to  examine  and  reexamine  every 
belief  learned  in  20+  years  of  Sunday  School  and  church).  There  were  many 
more  who  taught  with  love  and  passion  as  they  prepared  us  to  emerge  from 
the  dark  but  protective  womb  of  adolescence  into  the  brilliant  sunlight  of  an 
unpredictable  world  caught  in  the  throes  of  social  and  cultural  disarray  cre- 
ated by  Vietnam  and  the  rising  tide  of  the  Civil  Rights  movement. 

Southern  Miss  was  still  a  conservative  university  at  that  time.  Most  of 
us  simply  watched  as  common  occurrences  on  other  campuses  occasion- 
ally reared  their  ugly  or  sometimes  funny  heads  in  Hattiesburg.  Panty 
raids,  antiwar  demonstrations,  and  streaking  all  occurred.  Esquire  (I 
think)  ranked  us  as  one  of  the  top  10  party  schools  in  the  country,  caus- 
ing several  members  of  the  rock  group  The  Byrds  to  check  out  the  cam- 
pus for  a  few  weeks.  Although  stories  of  drug  use  were  common,  and  we 
all  knew  of  those  who  moved  beyond  acceptable  boundaries,  whatever 
beer  was  on  sale  for  99  cents  a  six-pack  was  the  drug  of  choice  for  most 
students  on  campus.  By  and  large,  however,  our  Deep  South,  conserva- 
tive religious  roots  kept  us  pretty  much  in  line. 

Jimmy  Buffett  was  a  curiosity  for  many.  Few  were  willing  to  pay  a 
cover  charge  to  see  him  perform  at  Nat's  Nook  or  other  local  clubs.   Gen- 
eral Nat  was  the  mascot.  Sports  teams  were  the  Generals  and  the  Golden 
Giants.  WMSU  was  a  rock  station  and  students  actually  listened  to  it. 
Skirts  were  real,  real  short.  Hair  and  sideburns  were  long.  Aubrey  Lucas 
had  a  crew  cut,  and  Bud  Kirkpatrick  was  skinny  (so  was  I).   Curfews 
gradually  disappeared,  as  did  most  dress  codes. 

Southern  Miss  was  growing  up,  and  we  grew  with  it.  When  I  left  in 
May  of  1971 ,  my  goal  was  to  return  ASAP  Hattiesburg  has  been  my  sec- 
ond home  for  29  years,  but  it  took  me  27  years  to  get  back  on  a  permanent 
basis.  The  Oaks  and  Townhouse  are  gone,  as  is  Aubrey's  crew  cut.  There 
are  no  antiwar  demonstrations  and  99-cent  six-packs  are  unheard  of.  Some 
of  the  campus  buildings  have  disappeared,  and  new  ones  have  arisen. 

But  Southern  Miss  has  not  changed  because  Southern  Miss  is  a  spirit, 
an  attitude,  an  underdog  undeterred  by  adverse  politics  and  inadequate 
funding,  not  brick  and  mortar. 

Southern  Miss  is  me.   It  is  you.   It  has  great  potential  but  needs 
encouragement  and  love.   In  reality,  Southern  is  and  will  be  what  we 
make  it-its  collective  future  determined  by  how  much  we  as  individuals 
give  back.  It  really  is  that  simple. 

That  young  girl  I  brought  over  from  McComb  is  now  my  wife.  We 
were  not  always  together  at  Southern,  but  our  departures  always  resulted 
in  reunions.  We  have  29  happy  married  years  together,  and,  as  the  old 
saying  goes,  29  out  of  30  ain't  bad. 

She  thinks  I  will  be  happiest  buried  under  the  50-yard  line  but  it  will 
not  matter  where  my  body  rests.  Because  if  God  is  good,  which  I  know 
He  is,  my  soul  will  walk  with  departed  family  and  friends,  wherever  it 
chooses. . .  reminiscing  about  Sammy's  leap;  Brett's  pass  at  East  Carolina 
which  was  heard  before  it  was  seen  by  the  receiver;  Ray  Guy's  punts  that 
touched  the  clouds;  Wendall,  Randolph  and  Clarence  dominating  oppo- 
nents; the  Dunk  Corner;  listening  to  The  Pride  play  "Amazing  Grace;"  lis- 
tening to  Tom  Ivy  teach  the  first  Consumer  Behavior  class  ever  taught  in 
the  United  States,  mesmerized  by  his  delivery  and  somehow  knowing  we 
were  a  part  of  something  special. 

Southern  Miss  cannot  be  adequately  captured  in  a  photograph, 
described  in  a  speech,  chronicled  in  a  book  or  summarized  in  a  catalog, 
but  if  you  ever  loved  her  you  can  never  forget  her.   I  sincerely  hope  that 
your  memories  are  as  pleasant  as  mine,  and  that  you  will  always  love  her 
as  much  as  I  do. 

Robert  Ingram  currently  serves  as  Director  oj  the  University's  Department 
of  Economic  Development.  He  is  a  USMAA  Past  President  and  a  former 
Mayor  oj  McComb. 
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EAGLE      CLUB RLEJflLS 


IMPLEMENTATION  OF  NEW 
TICKET  PRIORITY  POLICY 


The  football  program  at  Southern  Miss  has 
expenenced  great  success  over  the  last  two 
decades.  The  addition  of  Conference  USA,  our 
ability  to  win  three  championships  in  four  years, 
and  three  straight  bowl  appearances,  have  cata- 
pulted Golden  Eagle  football  and  Southern  Miss 
into  the  national  limelight.  We  are  now  recog- 
nized as  one  of  the  top  programs  in  the  country, 
and,  to  maintain  this  position,  it  comes  down  to 
one  simple  thing:  money.  Intercollegiate  athletics 
has  fiscal  responsibilities  and,  at  Southern  Miss, 
football  is  the  product  that  can  potentially  gen- 
erate the  most  income.  This  is  why  we  must 
now  institute  our  ticket  priority  plan,  structured 
along  the  lines  of  plans  used  by  most  of  the  uni- 
versities in  the  country,  to  maximize  revenues  in 
this  area.  It  must  happen  now  because 

1 .  scholarship  costs  will  increase  by 
over  15  percent  in  the  next  year  with 
no  additional  help  coming  from  the 
state  or  the  University. 

2.  costs  of  game-day  operations  continue 
to  nse. 

3.  a  championship  level  program  costs 
more  than  mediocrity. 

4.  we  must  have  dollars  to  upgrade 
equipment  and  venues  that  give 
athletes  the  same  opportunities 
afforded  student  athletes  at 
competing  institutions. 

5.  we  must  prepare  for  expected  growth 
and  expansion. 

6.  demand  for  better  seating  and  parking 
is  growing. 

There  is  also  another  set  of  reasons  we  must 
implement  this  program.  For  a  long  time,  the 
policies  governing  ticket  priority  have  been  vir- 
tually ignored.  There  was  virtually  no  benefit  to 
moving  up  in  the  Eagle  Club,  other  than  the  fact 
that  you  knew  it  helped  the  athletic  program. 
We  have  a  responsibility  in  the  athletic  depart- 
ment to  recognize  and  enforce  a  policy  that 

1 .  gives  Eagle  Club  donors  the  ability  to 
sit  in  seats  that  recognize  their  level  of 
contribution.  We've  done  this  with 
parking  for  years. 

2.  gives  all  fans  an  opportunity  to  group 
people  who,  in  the  past,  have  not  been 
able  to  get  adjoining  seats  (as  long  as 
priority  is  the  same). 

3.  gives  current  ticket  holders  the 
opportunity  to  move  up  and  improve 
seating  if  they  desire. 

4.  allows  new  purchasers  a  choice  ot  all 
seating  areas. 

We  also  want  to  make  it  clear  that  those 
fans,  who  have  been  supporting  Southern 
Miss  for  years  and  years,  are  very  important  to 
us.  We  have  a  responsibility  to  work  with 
everyone  to  create  several  options  for  those 
customers  who  might  not  currently  meet  the 
Eagle  Club  level  that  their  seats  require. 
Therefore  we  intend  to 


1 .  provide  customers  with  the 
opportunity  to  retain  seating  in  their 
current  areas  or  improve  priority 
through  increased  Eagle  Club  donations. 

2.  allow  current  priority  ticket  holders 
to  change  the  name  of  the  person, 
persons,  or  company  currently  holding 
seat  priority.  That  is,  if  the  seats  have 
been  in  a  company  name  and  the 
purchaser  want  it  listed  in  the 

name  of  the  individual  who  has 
actually  been  buying  the  tickets  or 
vice-versa,  we  can  make  that  change. 
We  are  allowing  this  change  this  year 
only.  The  consent  of  the  current 
priority  holder  must  be  given. 

3.  create  additional  seating  opportunities 
for  those  who  cannot  or  do  not  wish  to 
move  up. 

In  order  to  make  it  possible  for  those  who 
will  not  qualify  for  their  current  seating  areas 
and  must  be  moved,  we  have  created  good 
Eagle  Club-level  seating  in  sections  O  and  P  at 
the  $100  level  and  in  Section  N  at  the  $500 
level  on  the  East  side.  In  addition,  we've  low- 
ered the  price  for  a  season  ticket  in  those  sec- 
tions. We  have  also  moved  early  season  (Sep- 
tember and  early  October)  games  to  6:00  p.m. 
to  lessen  the  impact  of  heat  and  sun. 

We  are  making  every  effort  through  this 
process  to  educate  people  about  our  season 
ticket  base.  The  new  policy  is  spelled  out  in 
the  2000  fan  guide  and  additional  information 
can  be  secured  through  the  Eagle  Club  office. 
We  also  invite  all  interested  parties  to  call  the 
Eagle  Club  so  that  we  can  personally  discuss 
their  individual  situations. 

In  closing,  let  me  say  that  this  was  not  an 
easy  decision,  but  a  necessary  one.  The  first 
obligation  of  this  athletic  department,  to  you 
the  fan,  is  to  do  everything  possible  to  keep  a 
championship-caliber.  Division  1  NCAA  football 
program  at  a  level  that  will  allow  us  to  continue 
to  dominate  Conference  USA,  participate  in 
postseason  bowl  games  and  be  ranked  among 
the  best  in  the  country.  We  know  that  this  may 
not  be  a  popular  change  with  even-one,  but  it  is 
a  necessary  change  if  we  are  to  continue  to 
grow  in  the  world  of  college  football.  We  hope 
every  Golden  Eagle  fan  feels  the  same  and  will 
step  up  to  meet  the  challenge.  Hfi 


FOR  MORE  INFORMATION.  CONTACT  THE 
EAGLE  CLUB  AT  601  266-5299  OR 
EAGLE.CLUB@USM.EDU. 
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SOUTHERN  MISS 
EAGLE  CLUB  APPLICATION 


NAME 


ADDRESS 


CITY 
STATE 
ZIP    


COUNTY 


EMPLOYER 


WORK  ADDRESS 


CITY 
STATE. 
ZIP   


HOME  PHONE  ( 
WORK  PHONE  { 


E-MAIL  (if  available) 
SOCIAL  SECURITY  # 


EAGLE  CLUB  LEVEL  DESIRED: 
J  $100    J  $250    J  $500    J  $750    J  $1,000 
J  $1,500     J  $2,500     J  $5,000     J  $10,000 

METHOD  OF  PAYMENT: 

□  CASH      J  CHECK      J  CREDIT  CARD 

J  MONTHLY  BANK  DRAFT 

CREDIT  CARD  #    


EXPIRATION  DATE 
SIGNATURE 


RETURN  TO 
EAGLE  CLUB  •  BOX  5017 
HATTIESBURG,  MS  39406 
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COLLEGE REPORT 


CONSTRUCTION 


TECHNOLOGY 


Anyone  who  has  been  to  south  Mississippi 
lately  -  especially  in  the  Hattiesburg  and  Gulf 
Coast  areas  -  can  easily  see  how  much  of  an 
impact  construction  is  having  on  the  economy 
and  on  our  lives  in  general.  However,  not 
many  people  realize  that  Southern  Miss  has  a 
hand  in  many  areas  of  this  growth. 

Construction  Engineering  Technology  (or 
BCT,  for  Building  Construction  Technology)  is 
one  of  the  programs  at  Southern  Miss  that 
could  be  considered  one  of  the  University's 
best-kept  secrets.  Nestled  away  in  a  comer  of 
the  Chain  Technology  Building,  the  BCT  pro- 
gram's graduates  have  built  or  overseen  every- 
thing from  the  platform  for  the  governors 
swearing-in  ceremony  to  one  of  the  most  opu- 
lent casinos  on  the  Coast.  The  program  has 
not  been  a  secret  to  the  nations  construction 
corporations;  in  fact,  finding  post-graduate 
employment  is  an  area  in  which  BCT  students 
don't  have  a  problem. 


"Our  program  is  what  we  like  to  call 
'applied  engineering',"  said  assistant  professor 
Terry  Anderson.  "We  don't  stress  as  much  of 
the  theory;  we  do  stress  the  application,  so 
our  graduates  hit  the  ground  running,  making 
money  for  the  companies  they  work  for  the 
first  day  out  of  the  chute.  That's  one  reason 
that  our  graduates  start  at  about  $8,000  more 
per  year  than  a  graduating  civil  engineering 
student,  and  about  $15,000  more  per  year 
than  from  a  traditional  drafting-type  program. 

"We're  very  practical  as  far  as  our  orienta- 
tion and  training  of  our  students.  We  encour- 


age our  students  to  intern  to  get  as  much 
practical  experience  as  possible.  Our  enroll- 
ment in  the  program  in  the  past  three  years 
has  more  than  doubled,  so  there's  a  tremen- 
dous demand  for  our  students  out  there;  our 
average  graduate  gets  about  six  job  offers. 
Many  of  our  students  have  some  sort  of  con- 
struction background  -  from  family  ties  to 
working  in  construction  part-time.  So,  what 
we're  doing  is  changing  craftsmen  into  profes- 
sionals; people  that  have  had  some  exposure 
to  construction  and  want  to  get  into  the  man- 
agement side  -  project  management,  estimat- 
ing, scheduling  and  possibly  eventual  owner- 
ship of  their  own  company." 

A  perfect  example  of  the  reputation  the 
Southern  Miss  program  has  earned  among 
construction-onented  companies  is  the  annual 
University's  career  day.  According  to  Dave 
Marchman,  Program  Coordinator,  over  15  per- 
cent of  the  130  companies  that  came  in  a  cou- 
ple of  years  ago  for  that  event  were  searching 
for  BCT  graduates  -  who  make  up  only  one 
half  of  one  percent  of  the  student  population. 
Marchman  also  noted  that  in  the  class  of  1989 
-  basically  out  of  school  for  10  years  -  half  of 
them  own  their  own  construction  companies. 
In  addition;-  David  Preston  77  is  currently  a 
vice  president  with  Centex  Corporation  in 
Dallas,  Texas,  the  fourth-largest  contractor  in 
the  United  States  according  to  Engineering 
News-Record.  John  Ros  '81  is  an  operations 
manager  with  Gilbane  Building  Corporation  in 
Providence,  R.I.,  the  10th  largest  in  the  coun- 
try and  Charles  Flax  '88  is  a  project  manager 
with  Hensel  Phelps  Construction  Company  in 
Greeley,  Colo.,  the  13th  largest  in  the  nation. 

"Hensel  Phelps  made  the  statement  to  us 
that  if  they  could  recruit  every  single  new 
employee  they  needed  for  the  Southeastern 
United  States  from  USM,  they  wouldn't  recruit 
anywhere  else,"  Anderson  said.  "If  we  could 
produce  100  graduates  a  year  instead  of  15  to 
20,  we  could  still  have  numerous  job  offers  for 
every  one  of  them." 

The  involvement  in  state  has  been  just  as 
strong.  WG.  Yates  &  Sons  Construction  Com- 
pany in  Philadelphia  -  the  fourth-largest  pri- 
vate company  in  Mississippi,  according  to  the 
Top  100  Private  Companies  list  in  the  Missis- 
sippi Business  Journal,  has  employed  over  20 
Southern  Miss  BCT  graduates,  four  in  this  past 
year  alone.  Roy  Anderson  Corporation  in 
Gulfport,  the  10th  largest  private  company, 
has  employed  over  15  graduates,  and 
Carothers  Construction  in  Water  Valley,  the 


32nd  largest  company,  interned  15  potential 
construction  students  last  summer. 

The  program  is  not  the  only  thing  earning 
respect;  Marchman  is  rapidly  making  a  name 
for  himself  as  well.  A  former  manager  with 
such  established  companies  as  Brown  and 
Root,  Marchman  has  spent  many  summers 
working  on  projects  with  outside  companies, 
thereby  helping  them  out,  keeping  his  "real- 
world"  skills  sharp  and  developing  relation- 
ships that  could  also  benefit  his  students. 

We  don't  stress  as 
much  off  the  theory; 
we  do  stress  the 
application,  so  our 
graduates  hit  the 
ground  running... 

He  has  also  joined  the  publishing  world. 
Delmar  Publishers  contracted  with  him  several 
years  ago  to  do  a  textbook,  Construction  Sched- 
uling with  Primavera  Project  Planner,  to  comple- 
ment the  Primavera  scheduling  software  - 
which  quickly  rose  to  the  top  of  their  Internet 
textbook  charts.  Primavera  was  so  pleased 
they  they  promoted  it  on  their  web  site  for 
months  as  a  strong  learning  tool.  Delmar  fol- 
lowed with  a  contract  for  him  to  do  Construc- 
tion Scheduling  with  Sure  Irak,  which  has  been 
another  success.  Since  then,  he's  been  contact- 
ed about  doing  a  follow-up  to  his  first  book, 
along  with  another  scheduling  book  for  the 
National  Association  of  Homebuilders. 

"Over  the  years,  I've  put  on  seminars  for 
everything  from  a  scheduling  seminar  for  Lit- 
tle Brothers  Construction  Company  to  semi- 
nars for  the  national  Associated  Builders  and 
Contractors,  and  the  national  Minority  Con- 
tractors Association,"  he  said.  "When  I  worked 
with  Brown  and  Root  it  was  the  largest  engi- 
neering contracting  firm  in  the  world.  But  I've 
also  felt  that  if  you  don't  put  the  latest  tech- 
nology, the  latest  information  in  these  stu- 
dents' hands,  you're  not  doing  them  any 
favors;  that's  why  I've  done  the  work  I  have 
during  the  summers  and  during  short-term 
assignments."  ES 


26 


THE  TALON 


like  a  good  neighbor. 
State  Farm  is  there? 

See  one  of  these  good  neighbor  agents: 


Lumberton 

Biloxi 

Dorman  Davis 

Jimmy  Taylor 

(601)  796-8544 

(228)  388-1120 

Magee 

Crystal  Springs 

Leah  Blain 

Kent  Newman 

(601)  849-3394 

(601)  892-5941 

McComb 

Hattiesburg 

Lance  Varnado 

Clyde  Bryant 

(601)  684-4193 

(601)  544-6566 

Petal 

Ben  Calhoun 

Ted  Cannon 

(601)  545-1511 

(601)  582-1574 

Wally  Wesley 

Purvis 

(601)264-1117 

Judy  Morgan 

(601)  794-6063 

Long  Beach 

Fred  Walker 

Richton 

(228)  863-8535 

Howard  Coon 

(601)  788-6931 

STATE    FARM 

State  Farm  Insurance  Comp; 

IfflBg  _ 

Home  Offices: 

Bloomington,  Illinois 

INSURANCE 

statefarm.com 

FOUNDATION      NEWS 


Fleming  flips  over  gift  of 
Wendy's  to  Southern  Miss 


outhern  Miss  President  Horace 
'Fleming  flipped  burgers  Feb.  2  at 
USMs  newly  acquired  Wendy's  restaurant 
on  Westover  Drive,  with  Carlisle  Corpo- 
ration President  Gene  Carlisle  at  his  side 
asking,  "Do  you  want  fries  with  that?" 

The  pair  hammed  it  up  as  a  way  of 
announcing  Carlisle's  unique  gift  of  the 
restaurant  to  the  USM  Foundation. 

"We've  been  very  blessed,"  said 
Carlisle,  of  Memphis,  a  1964  USM  busi- 
ness administration  graduate  whose  cor- 
poration owns  46  Wendy's  franchises,  44 
of  them  in  Mississippi.  "A  lot  of  our 
employees  went  to  Southern  Miss,  many 
of  their  parents  went  there  and  some  of 
their  kids  go  to  USM  now.  We  have  had  a 
great  relationship  with  USM,  so  this  is 
just  the  natural  thing  to  do." 

Fleming  said,  "This  gift  means  a  great 
deal  to  Southern  Miss,  partly  because  it  is 
unique.  Gene  has  built  a  very  successful 
career  in  business  and  especially  in  the 
fast  food  industry.  We  are  deeply  grateful 
to  Gene  for  his  loyalty  to  and  love  for  The 
University  of  Southern  Mississippi." 


ASBURY  FOUNDATION  PRESIDENT  BILL  RAY 

PRESENTS  A  CHECK  FOR  $350,000  TO 

DR.  MAUREEN  MARTIN.  DIRECTOR  OF  THE 

DUBARD  SCHOOL  FOR  LANGUAGE  DISORDERS. 


The  Wendy's  property  has  been 
appraised  at  $700,000.  Associate  Vice 
President  for  Development  Bill  Pace 
said  the  USM  Foundation  has  leased 
the  fast  food  restaurant  back  to  the 
Carlisle  Corporation,  which  will  con- 
tinue its  day-to-day  operation.  The 
Foundation  will  have  no  role  in  run- 
ning the  restaurant  but  will  receive  a 
percentage  of  monthly  sales. 

"To  the  best  of  my  knowledge, 
this  is  the  first  gift  of  a  Wendy's  to 
any  university  in  the  state  of  Missis- 
sippi," said  Pace.  "The  revenue  from 
this  gift  will  be  used  to  enhance  the 
growth  of  the  University." 

The  gift  will  benefit  both  Southern 
Miss  and  his  corporation,  Carlisle  said. 
"We  couldn't  have  given  that  large  a 
[cash]  gift  in  one  year,  but  the  Univer- 
sity will  be  able  to  derive  the  benefit  quickly 
this  way  and  there  will  be  tax  advantages 
for  us  too."  The  University  can  sell  the 
Wendy's  property  for  its  cash  value,  if  it 
chooses,  he  said. 


CARLISLE  CORP..  FLIP  BURGERS  AS  THEY 
ANNOUNCE  CARLISLE'S  GIFT  OF  THE 


WENDY'S  RESTAURANT  ON  WESTOVER 
DRIVE  IN  HATTIESBURG  TO  THE  USM 


FOUNDATION 


Asbury's  $350,000  gift  puts  DuBard 
School  over  $2.6  million  goal 

A $350,000  gift  from  the  Asbury 
F 


^Foundation  has  put  USMs  DuBard 
School  for  Language  Disorders  over  the 
top  in  its  $2.6  million  building  fund 
drive. 

Bill  Ray,  president  of  the  Asbury 
Foundation,  said,  "The  board  (of  the  Asbury 
Foundation)  and  I  have  long  been  aware  of 
the  DuBard  School  and  all  the  good  that  it 
does.  Through  the  years,  I  have  had  two  or 
three  employees  at  all  times  who  have  come 
here  expressly  so  their  children  could  go  to 
this  school,"  said  Ray  former  head  of  Wesley 
Medical  Center.  'We  felt  that  young  lives 
could  be  changed  forever  by  the  early 
intervention  the  school  can  provide,  and  we 
wanted  to  be  a  part  of  that." 

"This  gift  is  very  important,"  said  Dr. 
Maureen  Martin,  DuBard  School  director. 
"  It  helps  us  continue  to  be  on  track  for 


our  spring  groundbreaking,  and  it  will  be 
critical  in  the  lives  of  children  for  many 
years  to  come." 

Martin  said  the  new  facility  will  enable 
the  school  to  double  the  number  of  chil- 
dren enrolled  in  its  full-time  programs 
and  triple  the  number  of  children  in  its 
outclient  programs.  Currently,  38  chil- 
dren with  severe  speech/language  disor- 
ders and/or  hearing  impairments  from 
15-18  school  districts  participate  in  the 
full-time  programs,  and  22  are  being 
served  as  outclients. 

Waiting  lists  of  children  who  need 
full-time  services  average  about  80  at  any 
given  time.  The  waiting  period  often 
approaches  two  years. 

The  Asbury  Foundation's  gift  has  been 
added  to  previous  major  commitments 
from  the  Kelly  Gene  Cook,  Sr.  Charitable 
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Asbury's  gift  continued  from  28 


New  Honor  Club  Members 

SINCE  LAST  ISSUE 


Foundation,  the  State  of  Mississippi,  Blue 
Cross  &  Blue  Shield  of  Mississippi,  the 
Lions  Clubs  International  Foundation  and 
private  donors,  to  reach  the  $2.6  million 
building  expansion  goal. 

Mississippi  Power 
endows  scholarship, 
enhances  matching 
gift  program 

Mississippi  Power  Company  has 
demonstrated  its  commitment  to  South- 
ern Miss  by  giving  a  $25,000  endowed 
scholarship  and  significantly  enhancing 
its  matching  gift  program. 

A  long  time  advocate  and  supporter  of 
education  in  the  state,  MPC  has  endowed 
the  scholarship  to  provide  financial  sup- 
port for  qualified  Mississippi  applicants 
who  are  full  time  students  at  Southern 
Miss  majoring  in  marketing,  accounting, 
computer  science,  business  administration, 
advertising,  communications  or  journalism 
with  an  emphasis  in  public  relations. 

In  an  effort  to  grow  the  scholarship 
fund  to  $100,000  and  involve  the  nearly 
200  MPC  employees  who  are  graduates 
of  Southern  Miss,  Mississippi  Power  and 
the  Mississippi  Power  Foundation  have 
also  agreed  to  enhance  their  existing 
matching  gift  program  to  provide  a  2 : 1 
match  ratio  for  employees'  contributions 
to  the  MPC  Scholarship  Fund. 

"We  hope  that  this  program  will  serve 
as  an  example  for  other  companies  as  to 
how  they  and  their  employees  can  support 
higher  education,"  said  Dr.  Huntley  H. 
Biggs,  executive  director  of  the  Mississippi 
Power  Foundation.  Southern  Miss  gradu- 
ates who  are  employed  with  other  divisions 
of  the  Southern  Company  MPCs  parent 
company,  also  are  eligible  to  participate  in 
this  program. 

Also  included  in  this  expanded  match- 
ing program  is  the  opportunity  to  have 
contributions  made  to  the  Eagle  Club 
matched  at  the  2:1  ratio.  The  matched 
pottion  of  Eagle  Club  contributions  will  go 
to  the  MPC  Scholarship  Fund.  This 
enhanced  matching  gift  opportunity  will 
be  offered  through  the  year  2005. 

For  more  information,  contact  the 
USM  Foundation  at  (601)  266-5602. 


CORPORATE 
PRESIDENT'S  CIRCLE: 

Carlisle  Corporation 
Memphis,  Tennessee 

Mississippi  Power  Company 
Hattiesburg,  Mississippi 

PRESIDENT'S  CIRCLE 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Joseph  Best,  IV 
Atlanta,  Georgia 

George  W  Birdrow  111 
Biloxi,  Mississippi 

Bertha  Blanchard 
Hattiesburg,  Mississippi 


•  and  Betty  Chain 
Hattiesburg,  Mississippi 

Ann  and  Aubrey  L.  Collum 
Gulfport,  Mississippi 

Dr.  and  Mrs.  R.A.  Graham 
Bay  St.  Louis,  Mississippi 

Dr.  James**  and 
Barbara  Byrd  Guernsey 
Ocean  Springs,  Mississippi 

Mickey  and  Linda  Hudson  *2 
Ellisville,  Mississippi 

Alex  Katrishin,  Jr. 
Hattiesburg,  Mississippi 

Marcia  and  Lance  Line 
Hattiesburg,  Mississippi 

Susan  and  Keith  Melancon 
Hattiesburg,  Mississippi 

Bob  and  Judy  Mixon 
Hattiesburg,  Mississippi 

Mike  and  Shelly  Molleston 
Hattiesburg,  Mississippi 

Doc  and  Carolyn  Roberts 
Hattiesburg,  Mississippi 

Truman  and  Pasty  Roberts 
Petal,  Mississippi 

Doug  and  Pam  Rouse 
Hattiesburg,  Mississippi 

Dr.  and  Mrs.  Shelby  E  Thames 
Hattiesburg,  Mississippi 

Dr.  and  Mrs.  Clay  B.  Thames 
Hattiesburg,  Mississippi 

Dr.  and  Mrs.  Scott  E  Thames 
Hattiesburg,  Mississippi 

Hans  and  Sabrina  Weger 
Bcthesda,  Maiyland 

CORPORATE 
HERITAGE  SOCIETY: 

Hattiesburg  Coca  Cola 
Hattiesburg,  Mississippi 

ISP  Sports 

Winston-Salem,  North  Carolina 


HERITAGE  SOCIETY 

Tom  I  Curtis 
Hattiesburg,  Mississippi 

Kevin  and  Jamie  Giddis 
Collierville,  Tennessee 


SONDRA  S.  HOLMAN 

Jackson,  Mississippi 

Drs.  Frances  and  Ray  Karnes 
Hattiesburg,  Mississippi 

Christy  and  Robert 
McLaughlin 
Birmingham,  Alabama 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Gregory 
W.  Rutland 
Hattiesburg,  Mississippi 

Dr.  and  Mrs.  Fred  E.  Tatum 
Hattiesburg,  Mississippi 

Bennett  York 
Hattiesburg,  Mississippi 

CORPORATE  ASSOCIATES 
FOR  EXCELLENCE 

Cable  One 

Biloxi  and  Long  Beach,  Mississippi 

Cellular  One 
Hattiesburg,  Mississippi 

Coast  Electric 

Bay  St.  Louis,  Mississippi 

Gulf  National  Life 
Insurance  Company 
Ocean  Springs,  Mississippi 

FIard  Rock 

Construction  Company 
Metairie,  Louisiana 

Mississippi  Chapter  of  the 
American  Planning  Association 
Hattiesburg,  Mississippi 

ASSOCIATES 
FOR  EXCELLENCE 

John  E  Alford 

Ocean  Springs,  Mississippi 

Bryant  M.  Allen 
Jackson,  Mississippi 

Albert  L.  and  Sue  Ella  T.  **Allen 
Jacksonville,  Florida 

Anonymous 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Jim  Bean 
Hattiesburg,  Mississippi 

Don  and  Patricla  Benefield 
Gulfport,  Mississippi 

James  and  Janis  Borsig 
Hattiesburg,  Mississippi 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Charles  V 
Cullefer 
Hattiesburg,  Mississippi 

Suzye  and  Steve  Doblin 
Hattiesburg,  Mississippi 

Scott  Engush 
Hattiesburg,  Mississippi 

Drs.  Gerry  Cadenhead  i\p 
Tyler  Fletcher 
Hattiesburg,  Mississippi 

William  M.  and 

Mari  Katherine  Gettys 

Collide.  Georgia 

Erin  and  Dennis  granberrv 
Hattiesburg  Mississippi 


Greg  and  Belinda  Haeusler 
Hattiesburg,  Mississippi 

Tim  Hallman 
Mobile,  Alabama 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  R.  Web 
Heidelberg  III 
Hattiesburg,  Mississippi 

Bruce  and  Middi  Herzinger 
Hattiesburg,  Mississippi 

Honduran  Medical  Scholarship 
Hattiesburg,  Mississippi 

Art  and  Nancy  Kaul 
Hattiesburg,  Mississippi 

Buddy  and  Gidget  King 
Madison,  Mississippi 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Edward  J. 
Langton  *2 
Hattiesburg,  Mississippi 

Mary  Ellen  Leeper 
Port  Allen,  Louisiana 

Ricky  and  Lisa  Malone 
Hattiesburg,  Mississippi 

J.Y  Mathis  In  Memory 
of  Ora  Jo  Mathis 
Hattiesburg,  Mississippi 

Dr.  and  Mrs.  Thomas  Messer,  Jr. 
Hattiesburg,  Mississippi 

Dr.  and  Mrs.  Toxey  Morris 
Hattiesburg,  Mississippi 

Tom  and  Diane  Payne 
Biloxi,  Mississippi 

Judith  L.  Perkins 
Meridian,  Mississippi 

Mike  and  Pam  Purvis 

Gulfport.  Mississippi 

Wallace  C.  and  Lynn  L.  Pye 
Hattiesburg,  Mississippi 

Gail  and  Winston  Russell 
Hattiesburg.  .\ fississippi 

Billy  Shoemake 
Brandon.  Mississippi 

Cathy"  and  Bill  Smith  *2 
Riageland,  Miss  - 

Dr.  Dana  G.  Trames 
Hattiesbu  rg.  .\  fississippi 

Dr.  Blake  D.  Thom  '- 
Quitman,  Miss  ss     i 

Stacy  Tucker 
Ellisville,  Mississ  i 

Mr.  and  MRS,  DA 
Urquhart.Jr. 

Mobile.  A  . 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Lw 
Williams  *2 

V     ~S     s. 

\    \     w  )  Si  SAN  \\         VMS  "2 

Hattiesburg,  Miss  ss  >p 

Nb   |l  \\:v\  1   \\ 
Hattiesb:,',  \   ssiss  i 
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CLASS NOTES 

All  cities  in  Mississippi  unless  other-wise  noted 


19  4  0s 


Mississippi  Southern  College 
[1940-1962] 

RUTH  HERRING  GREEN  '41,  50  was 

recently  honored  for  being  a  member  of  the 
Variety  Club  for  50  years.  Green  is  involved 
with  the  South  Mississippi  Planning  and 
Development  group,  quilt  making,  and 
ceramics. 


19   5   0s 


LARRY  HOGUE  '69  of  Decatur  is  the  direc- 
tor of  development  and  alumni  relations  at 
East  Central  Community  College. 


JAMES  L.  MONCRIEF  '58  retired  as  the 
assistant  superintendent  for  academic  affairs 
in  the  Pickens  County,  S.C.,  school  district. 
Moncrief  has  joined  Enwright  Associates, 
Inc.,  as  the  educational  director. 


CHARLES  LIGHTSEY  '61  has  retired  as  the 
district  manager  of  the  Social  Security  Admin- 
istration in  Laurel.  Lightsey  retired  as  the 
longest-tenured  district  manager  in  the  state. 

The  University  of 
Southern  Mississippi 

ri 962  PRESENT] 

WE.  "BUDDY"  GRIMSLEY  '62  recently 
retired  from  the  State  Department  of  Health. 
He  now  works  for  a  new  business  called 
Community  Health  Services,  Inc. 

LUKE  SCHISSEL  '64  has  been  elected 
Rotary  president  and  to  the  board  of  direc- 
tors of  Cotton  Lambia  Educational  Founda- 
tion. He  also  has  been  selected  as  Man  of  the 
Half  Century  for  Kappa  Sigma  at  USM  and  is 
the  fraternity's  past  national  president. 

HILL  DENSON  '66  has  resigned  his  duties 
as  a  fund-raiser  for  the  Eagle  Club.  The  for- 
mer Southern  Miss  baseball  coach  is  now 
working  for  Steve  Floyd  Properties. 

KAREN  PERRY  REYNOLDS  '66,  '67  was 

inducted  to  the  1999  Alabama  Junior  College 
Athletic  Hall  of  Fame.  Reynolds  is  the 
women's  regional  director  for  region  XXII  of 
the  National  Junior  College  Athletic  Associa- 
tion. She  is  the  athletic  director  at  Jefferson 
Davis  Community  College  in  Brewton,  Ala. 

TERRY  MILLER  '67  of  Ocean  Springs  has  been 
re-elected  as  Jackson  County  chancery  clerk. 


19   7   0s 


TIT 


YVONNE  BRYANT  70  of  Hattiesburg  has 
been  named  Hattiesburg  Public  School's 
"Administrator  of  the  Year". 

JOHANNA  CAPTIVA  '70,  73  of  Bamhart, 
Mo.  co-founded  an  all- volunteer  adoption 
and  no-kill  rescue  group  called  Feline  Con- 
nection, Inc. 

ARCHIBALD  MCKEE  70  has  accepted  a 
position  in  Qmgdao,  China,  as  the  principal 
for  high  school  programs  at  Qingdao  Inter- 
national School. 

ALFRED  HERRON  71,  72  of  Dallas,  Texas, 
has  been  the  president  and  chief  executive 
officer  of  Century  21  Galloway-Herron  for  23 
years. 

BYRON  BRUMFIELD  73  has  been  promot- 
ed to  corporate  vice  presi- 
dent, Human  Resources, 
*        for  American  Buildings 
Company  (PHOTO) 

RICHARD  K.  LOWE  73, 

76,  '96  of  Laurel  became 
a  CPA  in  the  State  of  Mis- 
sissippi. 

REBECCA  CAUSEY  74,  '81,  '89  of  Pen- 
sacola,  Fla.,  recently  was  promoted  and 
accepted  a  new  title  as  the  dean  of  communi- 
ty and  workforce  development.  Causey  holds 
her  position  in  continuing  education  at  Pen- 
sacola  Junior  College. 

FRANKLIN  LEACH  75  has  been  elected  a 
member  of  the  Board  of  Supervisors  of  Jack- 
son County. 

STEPHEN  L.  GARRETT  74,  76  of  Birm- 
ingham, Ala.  is  a  certified  financial  planner 
with  American  Express  Financial  Advisors. 
Garrett  recently  qualified  as  a  member  of  the 
Platinum  Advisor  Team,  the  highest  level 
within  American  Express. 

DR.  MARTHA  MELTON  COLVIN  77,  '80 

of  Milledgeville,  Ga.  has  been  appointed  to 
the  Practice  Council  of  the  Georgia  Board  of 
Nursing.  Colvin  serves  as  associate  professor 
and  the  chair  of  the  Department  of  Family 
Health  at  Georgia  College  and  State  University. 


mk 


XERXES  HERRINGTON  77,  79  and 
HOPE  NECAISE  HITTLE  '92  met  halfway 
around  the  world  in  Almaty  Kazakhstan  at 
the  U.S.  Marine  Corps  Binhday  Ball.  Her- 
rington  is  on  temporary  assignment  as  the 
Arms  Control  Advisor  to  the  Ambassador. 
Hittle  is  an  executive  assistant  at  the  U.S. 
Embassy.  (PHOTO) 

EVA  L.  JENKINS  77  of  Diamondhead  is  the 
educational  coordinator  at  Lynn  Meadows 
discovery  Center,  Mississippi's  first  children's 
museum.  Jenkins  has  been  selected  for  the 
Board  of  Directors  with  Mississippi  Alliance 
for  Arts  Education. 

MICHAEL  MARKS  77  has  begun  his  sec- 
ond term  as  president  of  Mississippi  Associa- 
tion of  Educators. 


19  8   0s 


KARL  KIRKLAND,  PH.D.  '80  of  Mont- 
gomery, Ala.,  was  honored  by  the  Association 
of  Psychology  licensing  board  as  the  1999  Fel- 
low of  the  organization.  Kirkland  is  the  chair- 
man for  the  Board  of  Examiners  in  Psychology. 

BARBARA  ANN  MCCALLA  '80,  '81  of 

Melbourne,  Fla.  was 
appointed  Principal  of 
Discovery  Elementary 
School  in  Brevard  County, 
Fla.  (PHOTO) 


DR.  A.  JAY  BINDER '81 

practices  orthopaedic  sur- 
gery and  sports  medicine 
in  Metairie,  La.  Binder  is 
chairman  of  surgery,  Medical  Executive  Com- 
mittee secretary,  and  vice-chair  of  the  Board 
for  Lakeside  Hospital.  He  recently  competed 
in  the  National  Championships  for 
U.SA.gymanastics  and  U.S.A.  acrobatics. 


30 


THE  TALON 


THOMAS  O.  MANN  '85  of  Houston,  Texas 
has  been  named  a  partner 
for  Anderson  Consultings 
Chemical  Company. 
Mann  is  also  on  the 
board  of  directors  for  Big 
_j   Brothers/Big  Sisters. 

^^  B   (PHOTO) 

jfS?^  I  |   GAYE  MAGEE'86ol  Dal 

las,  Texas,  has  recently  been 
named  a  partner  at  J.  Walter  Thompson  U.S.A. 

LINDA  MONTGOMERY  WADE  86  of  Col- 
lierville,  Tenn.,  graduated  from  the  Universi- 
ty of  Mississippi  in  May  with  a  master  of  tax- 
ation. Wade  has  accepted  a  position  with 
PricewaterhouseCoopers.  Wade  is  married  to 
JAMES  (MIKE)  WADE  '85,  '92  who  is  dis- 
trict manager  with  Inland  Southern  Corpora- 
tion. 

ROS1E  JONES  NETTLES  87,  90  has 

accepted  a  position  with  Cathedral  School  in 
Natchez  as  the  elementary  school  counselor. 

DONNA  WELBORN  '87,  '88  of  Petal  is  the 
elementary  school  counselor  for  Petal 
Schools.  Welborn  serves  as  the  treasurer  of 
the  Mississippi  Counseling  Association  and 
has  recently  received  her  National  Board  Cer- 
tification in  Counseling. 

NAVY  LT.  ELLEN  J.  GARSIDE  88  recently 
visited  Jebel  Ali,  United  Arab  Emirates,  while 
on  a  six-month  deployment  to  the  Western 
Pacific  Ocean,  Indian  Ocean  and  Arabian  Gulf 
aboard  the  aircraft  carrier  USS  Constellation. 

ALEX  PEST  '88  of  Huntsville,  Ala.,  is  one  of 
the  10  nominees  for  the  annual  Design  News 
"Engineer  of  the  Year"  award  in  2000.  Pest  is 
the  manager  of  mechanical  design  at  Boeing 
Huntsville. 

STEPHANIE  K.  WEBB  88,  '92  of  Purvis 
has  received  the  Pine  Belt  Association,  Public 
Service  Counselor  for  1999  award  and  the 
Mississippi  Counseling  Association,  Public- 
Service  Counselor  for  1999  award.  Webb  is  a 
licensed  marriage  and  family  therapist. 

ROBERTA  O'BRIEN  DAVIDSON  '89  of 

Gulfport  has  accepted  the  position  of  tax  man- 
ager at  the  Isle  of  Capri  Casinos,  Inc.,  in  Biloxi. 

STEPHEN  '89  and  MELISSA  TIMS 

WERTZ  '89  of  Colorado  Springs,  Colo,  have 
recently  moved  to  Lawton,  Okla.  Stephen  is 
an  instructor  in  the  Field  Artillery  School  at 
Fort  Sill. 


S-OU-THERN;  Southern  Mississippi,  U-S-M! 

Virtually  all  Southern  Miss  alumni  and  supporters  are  familiar  with  this  University 
cheer.  However,  not  many  people  realize  that  this  well-known  chant  was  originated  by 
the  vice  president  of  a  Colorado  marketing  firm. 

Margie  Putnam  Jepson  79,  '83 

is  the  one  credited  with  the  creation  of  the  "S-OU"  cheer,  which  has  been  heard  at  ball 
games,  alumni  meetings  and  a  number  of  other  places  where  Southern  Miss  people  have 
congregated.  Currently  the  vice  president  and  senior  account  manager  for  Customer 
Communications  Group,  Inc.  in  Denver,  Jepson  was  a  member  of  the  Southern  Miss 
cheerleading  squad  when  the  cheering  brainstorm  hit. 

"My  junior  year  I  was  a  cheerleader,  and  we  went  to  the  UCA  camp  in  Memphis  -  we 
won  that  camp,  along  with  LSU  (in  the  summer  of  1978)',' Jepson  said.  "We  were  on  the 
back  seat  of  the  bus  to  Memphis  and  were  talking  about  cheers,  and  how  other  schools 
had  cheers  that  were  very  unique  to  their  school.  We  wanted  something  like  that,  and 
came  up  with  the  'S-OU'  cheer  on  the  way  up  to  Memphis.  We  used  it  as  our  cheer  in  the 
final  competition  and  won  the  camp. That  football  season,  I  got  to  go  up  in  the  press  box 
to  the  PA  and  led  the  cheer  to  the  entire  stadium!" 

It  wasn't  long  until  Jepson  had  worked  with  the  director  of  The  Pride  to  help  work  the  cheer 
into  their  repertoire,  assuring  it  a  more  regular  spot  in  the  game-day  atmosphere.  "These  are 
things  that  can  culminate;  this  is  my  school,  my  song,  my  team,  and  so  on,"  Jepson  said. 

For  most  people,  bringing  an  identity-establishing  cheer  to  their  school  would  be  plen- 
ty to  build  a  name  for  themselves;  however,  Jepson  also  worked  to  bring  more  visible 
signs  of  student  involvement  and  spirit  to  the  Southern  Miss  Homecoming  celebrations. 
To  this  day,  the  themed  displays  built  by  various  student  organizations,  sometimes 
referred  to  as  floats,  are  another  sign  on  campus  saying  "Margie  was  here!'.' 

It's  apparent  that  life  was  a  whirlwind  wherever  she  was  during  her  time  at  Southern 
Miss  -  including  the  timing  of  the  cheerleading  camp  in  Memphis.  "Elvis  Presley  died  the 
week  we  were  in  Memphis  for  camp,"  she  said.  "You'd  think  a  nuclear  bomb  had  gone 
off,  the  way  things  were  around  there;  it  was  hysteria." 

Jepson  experienced  her  own  form  of  hysteria  during  her  cheerleading  stint;  during 
one  of  the  pregame  pep  rallies,  her  partner  dropped  her  during  a  stunt  -  she  finished  the 
season  with  her  broken  arm  in  a  sling. 

Her  senior  year  was  spent  on  the  sidelines,  and  not  because  of  a  broken  arm.  Jim 
Borsig,  at  the  time  the  student  government  president,  wanted  to  appoint  a  spirit  director 
to  his  student  government  staff,  and  Jepson  was  happy  to  oblige.  She  was  a  part  of  the 
organizing  of  the  "25,000  Club,"  which  worked  to  gain  an  average  of  5,000  students  at  each 
of  the  five  Southern  Miss  home  football  games  that  year.  Not  only  did  they  succeed,  but 
they  exceeded  expectations,  according  to  Jepson,  averaging  7,000  students  a  game. 

She  moved  on  from  there  to  join  the  University  as  a  recruiter  after  graduation,  and 
also  worked  in  the  beginning  stages  of  brand  identity  with  the  school,  assisting  with  the 
unveiling  of  the  "uSm"  logo  that  was  used  for  a  number  of  years. 

Since  then,  she  has  worked  in  marketing  in  Mississippi,  Louisiana  and  Colorado,  and 
currently  works  routinely  with  Fortune  500  companies  as  a  consultant.  She  is  married  to 
Bob  Jepson,  and  they  have  a  two-year-old  son,  Alex.  Bob  has  also  taken  this  Southern 
girl  and  turned  her,  with  the  help  of  the  NHLs  Colorado  Avalanche,  into  a  raging  hockey 
fan.  She's  come  a  long  way  from  the  high  school  girl  on  the  Coast  whose  high  school 
coach,  Irv  Favre  used  to  drag  his  son  -  a  "red-headed  batboy"  according  to 
Jepson  -to  his  American  Legion  games.That  batboy  was  a  future  Golden  Eagle 
gunslinger  by  the  name  of  Brett. 

"When  I  was  in  school,  I  did  everything;  I  was  in  Delta  Delta  Delta,  I  participated  in 
intramurals,  student  government,  honorary  societies,  everything,"  she  said.  "My  mom, 
two  sisters  and  my  brother  are  USM  grads  as  well.  I'm  really  proud  that  one  or  two  of 
the  things  I've  done,  I  was  able  to  leave  a  legacy."    Pica. 
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SOUTHERN  MISS  FOOTBALL 
AIR  •  HOTEL  •  SHUTTLE  PACKAGES 
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TENNESSEE 

From  New  Orleans 

3  Nights  in  Gatlinburg 

$475  -  $550  per  person,  double  occupancy 

From  Gulfport 

2  Nights  in  Knoxville  (Team  HQ) 
$425  per  person,  double  occupancy 

ALABAMA 

Hotel  and  Shuttle  Packages  available. 


OKLAHOMA  STATE 

From  New  Orleans 

2  Nights  in  Oklahoma  City 

$375  per  person,  double  occupancy 

From  Gulfport 

2  Nights  in  Oklahoma  City 

$400  per  person,  double  occupancy 
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TULANE 

Hotel  Packages  available. 


HOUSTON 

From  Mobile  or  Jackson 

2  Nights  in  Houston  (Team  HQ) 

$335  -  $360  per  person,  double  occupancy 

From  New  Orleans 

2  Nights  in  Houston  (Team  HQ) 

$240  -  $265  per  person,  double  occupancy 

UAB 

Hotel  and  Shuttle  Packages  available. 


CINCINNATI 

From  Mobile 

2  Nights  in  Cincinnati  (Team  HQ) 
$450  per  person,  double  occupancy 


LAND    HOTEL    SHUTTLE  PACKAGES 
AVAILABLE  FOR  ALL  AWAY  GAMES 

CALL  1-888-968-5855  TOLL  FREE  FOR 

INFORMATION  AND  RESERVATIONS 

OR  ANY  OTHER  NEEDS 

All  air  packages  include  round-trip  airfare,  ground  transportation 
to  and  from  airport  and  game.  Must  be  reserved  by  June  15.  All  prices 
quoted  double  occupancy.  Single  occupancy  rates  available.  Additional 
charge  may  apply  for  more  than  two  people.  Prices  are  subject  to 
change.  Payment  can  be  made  by  check,  MasterCard,  Visa,  American 
Express,  or  Discover  Card.  Game  tickets  not  included.  Space  is  limited 
and  reserved  on  a  first-come  basis.  Trips  subject  to  cancellation  without 
minimum  number  bookings. 
NOTE:  Trips  not  hosted  by  the  Alumni  Association. 


ARTS  •  ARTS  •  ARTS  •  ARTS  •  ARTS 


The  University  of  Southern  Mississippi 

College  of  The  Arts 

SUMMER  2000  HIGHLIGHTS 


Southern  Arena  Theatre's 
Season  of  Infidelities 

The  Debutante  Ball  (set  in  Hattiesburg),  by  Beth  Henley 

Proposals,  by  Neil  Simon 

Something  to  Hide,  by  Leslie  Sands 

Southern  Arts  Festival  Highlights 

Greatest  Wild  West  Show  in  America  •  June  10 

Polish  Chamber  Orchestra  •  June  29 

The  Fantasticks  •  July  27,  29,  and  30 

and  more  ... 

FOR  TICKETS,  CALL  THE  SOUTHERN  MISS  TICKET  OFFICE 

AT  (601)  266-5418  OR  1-800-844-TICK. 

For  more  information  on  these  and  other  College  of  The  Arts  events, 
call  (601)  266-4984  or  check  out  The  Arts  calendar  at  www.arts.usm.edu. 

AA/EOE/ADAI 
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Take  a  Look  at 
Online  Learning 

We're  Bringing 
Southern  Miss  to  YOU! 


Visit  http://di.cice.usm.edu 

Click  on  "Course  Offerings" 

to  view  currently  available  courses 
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SELENA  SWARTZFAGER  '91  has  been 
chosen  as  a  "Top  40  under  40"  by  the  Missis- 
sippi Business  Journal  for  2000. 

JULIE  NELSON  BELL  '93,  '94  of  Laurel  has 
joined  GulfPines  Communications  LLC  as  an 
account  executive  in  the  Laurel  office. 

JON  RUNNELS  '93  of  Hattiesburg  has  been 
promoted  to  vice  presi- 
dent of  Mortgage  Funding 
Corporation  in  Hatties- 
burg. (PHOTO) 


MARIA  CRUISE  94,  98 

j^^C^j  j   is  .i  spec  ially  recognized 

^L  J   special  educator  at  Bay 

^k    >  ■     I   Springs  Middle  School  in 
the  West  Jasper  School 
district.  She  is  working  on  her  National 
Board  Certification. 

KAREN  HOWELL  '94  of  Biloxi  has  accept- 
ed a  position  at  Merrill  Lynch  as  an  associate 
financial  consultant.  Howell  is  a  member  of 
the  Lighthouse  Business  and  Professional 
Women's  Group. 

JESSICA  PARSONS  '94  recently  graduated 
with  a  master's  from  the  Middle  Tennessee 
School  of  Anesthesia  in  Madison,  Tenn.  Dur- 
ing graduation,  Jessica  received  the  presti- 
gious John  C.  Macleavy  "Excellence  in  Anes- 
thesia" Award. 

STACIE  STAMPS  PITTS  '94  of  Hattiesburg 
has  received  her  Certified  Public  Accountant 
license.  Pitts  is  the  contract  administrator  at 
L&A  Contracting  Co.  Her  husband,  RUS- 
SELL PITTS  '94,  is  the  head  golf  profession- 
al at  Shadow  Ridge  Golf  Club. 

CHELLIE  EAVENSON  '95  has  accepted  a 
position  as  a  financial  consultant  for  Salomon 
Smith  Barney.  Eavenson  is  a  CPA  and  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Mississippi  State  Society  of  CPAs. 

SCOTT  ALAN  LABORDE  '95  and  SARA 
LANE  WILSON  LABORDE  '97  recently 
moved  to  Fort  Walton  Beach,  Fla.  Scott  is  the 
assistant  band  director  at  Fort  Walton  Beach 
High  School.  Sara  is  teaching  second  grade  at 
Bluewater  Elementary  in  Niceville,  Fla. 

SANDY  TOWNSEND  '95  of  Newton  is  cur- 
rently serving  as  the  assistant  commander  of 
the  Mississippi  Bureau  of  Narcotics  Intelli- 
gence and  Analytical  Support  Unit. 

NICOLE  C.  BRADLEY  '97  of  Knoxville, 
Tenn.,  was  named  to  the  editorial  board  of  the 
Tennessee  Law  Review  at  the  University  of  Ten- 
nessee School  of  Law,  where  she  is  a  student. 


LEFT  TO  RIGHT:  FORMER  NEWSLETTER  EDITOR  LINDA  KONNER,  DESIGN 
EDITOR  FRANK  CUMMINGS,  RICHARD  SIMMONS  AND  ELIJAH  JONES  AT 
A  STAFF  MEETING  IN  NEW  YORK. 

Whoever  made  the  famous  statement  "You  can't  go  home  again"  obviously 
never  met  Elijah  Jones.  After  12  years  living  in  the  fast  lane  of  Los  Angeles, 
Calif.,  the  1977  Southern  Miss  graduate  has  set  up  shop  in  his  native  Hatties- 
burg -  and  is  doing  just  fine,  thank  you  very  much. 

Jones  worked  his  way  up  the  ladder  with  Richard  Simmons'  company  while 
in  L.A.  When  he  left  California,  he  was  the  personal  assistant  to  the  person 
he  once  referred  to  as  the  "man  with  the  snowball  hairdo."  He  began  work- 
ing as  the  fitness  guru's  secretary  and  advanced  to  the  position  as  Simmons' 
assistant  after  several  years. 

However,  as  much  as  he  enjoyed  the  California  area  and  thrived  in  his  job, 
there  was  a  part  of  Jones  that  missed  the  Hub  City,  and,  six  years  ago,  he 
moved  back.  He  had  taken  the  position  of  assistant  editor  for  Simmons' 
monthly  newsletter  Richard  Simmons  and  Friends,  and  initially  thought 
about  doing  that  until  finding  something  in  Hattiesburg.  As  it  turned  out,  he 
has  thrived  in  this  job  as  well,  and  recently  was  promoted  to  editor  of  the 
publication. 

"I'm  having  a  wonderful  time  back  in  Hattiesburg,"  Jones  said.  "I  was  very 
worried  at  first,  moving  from  L.A.  back  to  a  small  town,  but  it's  been  a 
smooth  transition.  I've  adjusted  to  the  pace  here.  I  work  at  home,  so  the 
commute  is  a  lot  less!  My  boss  is  2,000  miles  away,  but  there's  still  dead- 
lines and  the  pressure  to  produce  the  product.  I  see  Richard  and  my  friends 
often  enough  -  I  make  two  or  three  trips  to  L.A.  a  year  -  and  I  know  that  I  can 
pick  up  the  phone  and  call  them  if  I  need  to. 

"Our  previous  editor  is  now  a  book  agent,  which  is  something  she  was  want- 
ing to  do  for  a  long  time.  I  was  a  little  nervous  at  first  about  moving  up  to 
editor,  but  I'm  enjoying  it  now.  I've  also  now  been  drug  kicking  and  scream- 
ing into  the  21st  century  -  I'm  now  using  my  computer  instead  of  it  being 
just  a  piece  of  furniture!" 

His  job  as  editor  leads  him  to  interesting  places,  including  Simmons' 
last  "Cruise  to  Lose'.'  The  self-confessed  landlubber  finally  agreed  to  go  on 
the  event,  and  had  a  great  time,  and  at  the  same  time  acquired  a 
new  perspective  on  life  at  sea. 

Jones  has  been  highly  involved  with  the  Hattiesburg  community  since  com- 
ing home  six  years  ago,  and  that  includes  keeping  an  eye  on  his  alma  mater. 
While  still  in  California,  he  arranged  for  Simmons  to  visit  Southern  Miss  to 
lead  an  exercise  class  in  the  newly  opened  Payne  Center  in  late  1993.  He 
recently  spoke  with  Simmons  about  paying  a  return  visit  to  the  Hattiesburg 
campus,  and  he  agreed;  he  will  make  his  second  Southern  Miss  appearance 
during  the  spring  of  2001. 
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PAM  TULLIS  '98  is  currently  working 
as  campaign/communications  coordinator 
for  the  United  Way  of  Southeast  Mississippi. 

ANGELA  M.  WHITE  '98  plans  to  graduate 
with  a  masters  in  management  information 
systems  from  Texas  A&M  University  in  May. 
White  will  reside  in  Houston,  working  as  a 
systems  developer  consultant  for  Ernst  and 
Young  LLP 

CARLY  ALLEN  99  and  MEGAN  LEHMAN 

'99  have  joined  the  GodwinGroup  in  Jack- 
son. Allen  is  a  new  business  account  coordi- 
nator. Lehman  is  a  copywriter  in  the  creative 
department. 

DONNA  HOGUE  CARROLL,  PH.D  '99 

was  recently  named  internal  facilitator  for 
Clinton  Public  Schools'  strategic  planning 
process.  Donna  and  her  husband,  CHAD 
CARROLL  '80,  reside  in  Jackson. 


MARTIN  QUINN  READY  85  and  STACEY 
CALLOWAY  READY  '88,  '96  of  Hattiesburg 
were  married  in  October  1999.  Martin  is  a 
physical  therapist  at  Forrest  General  Hospital 
and  Stacey  works  in  admissions  at  Southern 
Miss. 

CHRIS  LEONARD  '90  and  LEIGH  ANN 
WALKER  LEONARD  '91  were  married 
October  23,  1999  in  Taylorsville. 

WILLIAM  R.  BANKS  '97  and  THERESA 
KYZAR  BANKS  '97  of  Hattiesburg  were 
married  February  12,  2000. 

NOEL  MARIE  HENRY  SHULTZ  '97  and 
CHRISTOPHER  ROBERT  SHULTZ  '98 

were  married  November  6,  1999. 
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TRACY  KLEIN  '82  and  KELLIE  KLEIN  '83 

announce  the  birth  of  their  son,  Campbell 
Dale,  born  on  September  10,1999. 

ANGELA  PARKER  BARNES  '84  and  RON 
BARNES  '86  of  Biloxi  announce  the  birth  of 
their  son,  Taylor  Daniel,  bom  on  October  20, 
1999.  He  is  welcomed  home  by  big  sisters 
Amy,  Hayley,  and  Emily. 

TIM  WEATHERS  '84  and  DONNA 
WEATHERS  '86  of  Franklin,  Tenn. 
announce  the  birth  of  their  daughter,  Virginia 
Leigh,  born  on  September  24,  1999. 


If  variety  is  the  spice  of  life, 
then  Nan  Sumrall's  life  is  cer- 
tainly filled  with  flavor. 

The  1988  Southern  Miss  grad- 
uate -  and  1985  Miss  Missis- 
sippi -  headed  into  the  "real 
world"  with  a  degree  in  radio, 
television  and  film.  Not  too 
long  after  graduation,  she 
auditioned  for  Opryland  on 
campus  in  Bennett  Auditori- 
um. She  worked  at  Opryland 
for  two  years,  as  well  as  working  as  a  singer,  an  actress  and  in  the  cosmetics 
and  clothing  industries. That  alone  would  be  a  diverse  plate  for  many  people, 
but  for  Sumrall  it  was  just  her  first  years  out  of  school. 

Currently,  she  is  in  Hollywood,  trying  to  break  in  as  a  full-time  actress. This  lat- 
est career  change  comes  after  her  "big  break"  in  the  entertainment  industry;  in 
1998  she  was  selected  to  be  Gary  Chapman's  sidekick  on  the  popular  "Prime 
Time  Country"  television  show,  which  was  a  staple  of  The  Nashville  Network 
until  the  show  was  ended  recently  byTNN's  new  management.  Ironically,  the 
show  was  filmed  in  the  Opryland  Studios,  keeping  Sumrall  in  touch  with  her 
first  Nashville  job  connection  that  was  formed  after  graduation. 

However,  in  landing  the  job  that  put  her  face  before  millions  on  cableTV,  Sumrall 
followed  a  path  that  would  seem  unusual  for  others,  but  perfectly  in  line  with  her. 
She  moved  on  to  a  full-time  position  behind  the  scenes,  as  an  assistant  -  or,  as 
she  called  it,  a  "wrangler"  -  on  Music  Row  for  singer  Mila  Mason.  It  was  during 
this  time  that  the  opening  with  "PrimeTime  Country"  came  to  her  attention. 

"Sometimes  the  less  you  know  about  something,  the  less  chance  there  is  of  you 
being  scared,"  she  said.  "I  was  helping  her  one  day  when  she  was  doing  a  lot  of 
interviews  at  a  country  radio  seminar.  All  these  disc  jockeys  and  programmers 
come  to  one  central  location  in  Nashville,  and  you  take  your  artist  around  -  and  I 
was  with  Mila  that  day  -  and  you  get  five  or  10  minutes  with  each  radio  station. 
Well,  she  was  doing  one  and  I  was  standing  there  being  bored,  and  this  gentle- 
man that  I  knew  came  up  to  me.  He  said  'What  is  it  that  you  really  want  to  do?' 
and  I  told  him  I'd  like  to  focus  more  on  acting  and  television. 

"We  went  to  the  green  room  to  get  a  cup  of  coffee.  I  then  hear  'Nan,  come 
here,  this  would  be  perfect  for  you!'  and  he's  holding  this  piece  of  paper  with 
'PrimeTime  Country'  is  looking  for  a  female  sidekick'  on  it  that  he  got  from 
someone  else.  Mila's  manager  walked  up  and  said,  'Oh,  that  would  be  perfect 
for  you!'  and  he  said  to  'call  right  now.'  Well,  I  guess  talking  has  been  a  talent 
of  mine,  and  I  got  the  job." 

Just  like  that,  by  getting  a  cup  of  coffee  and  following  up  on  the  imploring  of 
professional  friends,  she  had  a  new  job  and  was  off  in  a  different  direction.  Her 
behind-the-scenes  work  gave  her  an  added  benefit  for  her  new  spot  in  front  of 
the  camera;  she  had  gotten  to  know  many  of  the  entertainers  who  appeared  on 
the  show,  thus  allowing  her  to  be  more  at  ease  on  the  show.  Add  this  to  her 
quick  chemistry  with  Chapman,  and  her  sidekick  days  were  ready  to  begin. 

However,  once  again,  her  life  takes  a  new  twist.  "Through  the  show  I've  devel- 
oped a  relationship  with  an  agency  out  in  California  and  developed  a  friend- 
ship with  the  lady  who  was  our  producer  on  the  show  who  has  relocated  back 
to  Burbank  and  was  somewhat  of  a  mentor  to  me,"  Sumrall  said.  "Acting  is  a 
desire  that  I've  always  had,  from  living  in  Hattiesburg  and  working  with  the 
Civic  Light  Opera,  to  Nashville  and  working  with  the  repertory  theater  there.  I 
just  feel  like  this  is  the  next  step  for  me." 

From  auditioning  in  Bennett  to  moving  to  Hollywood,  Sumrall's  career  has  been 
a  roller-coaster  ride.  Still,  she  credits  her  Southern  Miss  connections  with  assist- 
ing in  her  success  -  and  that  of  other  graduates.  "I  think  this  school  -  and  I  say 
this  with  all  sincerity  -  encourages  you  to  do  your  heart's  desire.  I  really  appreci- 
ate the  education  I've  received  here;  it's  very  nurturing  to  me  as  a  creative  per- 
son, and  that  was  instilled  in  me  here.  It  doesn't  surprise  me  in  the  least  that 
there  are  tons  of  successful  people  who  are  alums  or  graduates  of  this  school." 
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RACHEL  BENEFIELD  PFAFF  85  and 
SCOTT  PFAFF  '92,  '93  announce  the  birth 
of  their  son,  Thomas  Scott,  born  on  Septem- 
ber!, 1999. 

MELANIE  ROBINSON  LUCERO  86  and 
JOEL  LUCERO  '96  of  New  Hebron 
announce  the  birth  of  their  daughter,  Sydney 
Ann-Marie,  born  on  June  18,  1999.  She  is 
welcomed  by  her  big  brother,  Matthew 
Austin. 


SCOTT  MCCRORY  '87  of  Atlanta,  Ga.,  and 
Justine  McCrory  announce  the  birth  of  their 
daughter,  Jillian  Scott,  born  on  October  14, 
1999.  Golden  Eagle  grandmother  is  NORMA 
MCCRORY  '61.  (PHOTO) 

KATHY  KLUSENDORF  EMBERLIN  '88 

and  Rich  Emberlin  of  Lewisville,  Texas 
announce  the  birth  of  their  daughter,  Elise 
Nicole,  born  on  May  6,  1998. 

STEPHEN  C.  PERANICH  '88  and 
TRACEY  WRIGHT  PERANICH  '90  of 

Washington,  D.C.,  announce  the  birth  of 
their  son,  Christopher  Stephen,  born  on  June 
24,  1999.  He  is  welcomed  by  big  sister  Caro- 
line. 

KARL  BOLT  '89  and  MELANIE  BOLT  '94 

of  Blacksburg,  Va.  announce  the  birth  of 
their  daughter,  Erica  Grace,  born  on  Decem- 
ber 7,  1999. 

PAULA  HOLLINGSWORTH  '89  and  Scott 

Hollingsworth  of  Hattiesburg  announce  the 
birth  of  their  son,  Jacob  Waites,  born  on 
June  27,  1999. 

JONATHAN  RICHARD  '90  of  Sidney,  Ohio 
announces  the  birth  of  his  son,  Logan 
Christopher,  born  on  August  12,  1999. 
He  is  welcomed  home  by  brothers  Devin 
and  Connor. 

DR.  BILLY  STEWART  '90,  '93  and 

Stephanie  Stewart  announce  the  birth  of 
their  daughter,  Elizabeth  Corinne,  born  on 
December  30,  1999.  Elizabeth  is  welcomed 
by  big  brothers  Stephen  and  Will. 


Retired  Alcorn  State  University  president 
Walter  Washington  died  on  December  1, 
1999  after  serving  as  a  great  leader  and  role 
model  in  Mississippi  higher  education  and 
nationally  in  black  higher  education.  Wash- 
ington retired  after  spending  25  years  as 
president  of  the  University.  Before  his  posi- 
tion as  president,  he  spent  some  time  as 
head  of  what  was  then  called  Utica  Junior 
College.  His  predecessor,  Clinton  Bristow, 
said,  "He  left  Alcorn  in  a  very  strong  posi- 
tion financially  and  academically." 

Washington  was  known  nationally  for  his 
leadership  and  dedication  to  education.  He 
has  been  listed  as  one  of  "The  100  most 
influential  Black  Americans"  in  Ebony  maga- 
zine. In  1989,  he  attracted  President  Bush  to 
be  the  school's  commencement  speaker.  Washington  was  also  proud  for  never 
having  to  run  the  school  at  a  deficit  during  his  quarter-century  of  service. 

During  Washington's  reign  at  Alcorn  State,  a  new  football  stadium,  new  build- 
ings, bigger  budgets  and  other  improvements  were  achieved  during  times 
when  money  was  tight  at  the  Capitol.  Many  of  the  improvements  on  the  cam- 
pus during  the  lean  years  can  be  contributed  to  Washington. 

Washington  graduated  fromTougaloo  College  and  went  on  to  receive  his  doctorate 
at  The  University  of  Southern  Mississippi.  Retired  USM  president  Aubrey  Lucas 
was  a  presidential  colleague  of  Washington's  for  23  years.  Lucas  said,  "He  will  go 
down  as  one  of  the  outstanding  university  leaders  in  the  history  of  this  state  and 
nation."  Washington's  name  appears  on  the  buildings  and  in  some  rooms  at  Alcorn 
State  University,  but  it  also  can  be  found  on  Kennard-Washington  Hall,  the  home  of 
the  University's  admissions  office,  registrar's  office  and  student  services. 

Washington  is  among  the  longest  serving  college  presidents  in  Mississippi  and 
in  the  nation  after  his  37  years  of  continuous  service.  After  retiring,  Washington 
worked  as  a  higher  education  consultant  and  lived  in  Jackson. 


BRYANT  WALLACE  '90  and  LAURA 
GRUNIG  WALLACE  '92  of  Flowery 
Branch,  Ga.,  announce  the  birth  of  their 
daughter,  Emily  Ann,  born  on  December  1, 
1999. 

JON  GAZZO  '93  and  AMY  BUSH  GAZZO 

'93  of  Hattiesburg  announce  the  birth  of 
their  son,  Luke  Jonathan,  born  on  November 
14,  1999. 

JOSEPH  RUSH  '93  and  KIMBERLY 

ANDERS  RUSH  '93  of  Summit  announce 
the  birth  of  their  twin  daughters,  Megan  Elise 
and  Jordan  Leigh,  born  on  July  23,  1999. 

MERCEDES  GABOUREL  VARGAS  '93  and 

David  Vargas  of  Chesapeake,  Va.  announce 
the  birth  of  their  daughter,  Gabrielle  Nicole, 
born  on  October  5,  1999. 

ERIC  MUENCH  '94  and  Jennifer  Muench  of 
Loveland,  Ohio  announce  the  birth  of  their 
daughter,  Ashley  Taylor,  born  on  December 
18,  1999. 


JOHN  T.  ELFER,  III  95  and  OLIE 
BLANSETT  ELFER  95.  "97  announce  the 
birth  of  their  daughter,  Allison  Julia,  born  on 
October  15,  1999.  Golden  Eagle  grandparent 
is  JOHN  Y.  ELFER.  JR.  "61 

PHILIP  QUIGLEY  "95  and  Michelle  Quigley 

of  Meridian  announce  the  birth  of  then- 
daughter,  Hannah  Kathryn,  born  on  Novem- 
ber 10,  1999. 

ERIN  SNYDER  "96  of  Royal  Oak.  Mich, 
announces  the  birth  of  her  daughter.  Madi- 
son Alexander,  born  on  April  26,  1999. 

KATHRYN  NICHOLAS  TRUSSELL  97 

and  Joel  Thomas  Trussell  announce  the  birth 
ol  their  son.  Dylan  Thomas,  bom  on  July  IS. 
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LORI  HILL  GARRETT  '98  .inc.  Joel  Garret! 

of  Soso  announce  the  birth  of  then,  son 
Brandon  Gregory,  bom  on  September  17, 
1999. 
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WILMA  YOUNG  '29  died  on  August  15, 
1998.  Young  was  a  retired  schoolteacher. 

ANNIE  M.  HADEN  33  of  Bay  Spnngs  died 
from  heart  failure.  She  was  a  retired  school- 
teacher and  a  member  of  Congregational 
Methodist  Church. 

INA  B.  SIMPSON  36  of  Laurel  died  on 
November  25,  1999.  Simpson  was  a  retired 
schoolteacher  and  elementary  supervisor  for 
Laurel  City  Schools.  Simpson  is  a  member  of 
the  Alumni  Hall  of  Fame. 

DAISY  WILKERSON  37  of  Brandon  died 
on  December  12,  1999.  Wilkerson  was  a 
retired  school  teacher  with  Pascagoula 
Schools  and  a  member  of  Parkway  Heights 
United  Methodist  church. 

MATHILDE  E.  MILLS  '42  of  Phoenix,  Anz. 
died  on  August  17,  1998. 

GLADYS  NESTER  BEEMAN  47  of  Newton 
died  of  heart  failure.  Beeman  was  a  retired 
schoolteacher. 

LORENE  CHATHAM  30  of  Newton  died  of 
heart  failure.  Chatham  was  a  retired  principal 
and  schoolteacher. 

LENA  RESIER  31  of  Monticello  died  on 
November  21,  1999.  Resier  was  a  retired 
school  teacher  and  founder  of  the  Lena  Sel- 
man  Resier  Endowed  Scholarship  at  USM. 

PAUL  GRADY  32  of  Beaumont,  Texas  has 
died.  Grady  was  Hattiesburgs  mayor  from 
1965  to  1963. 

RUBY  L.  HOWARD  34  of  Hattiesburg  died 
on  November  28,  1999.  Howard  was  a 
retired  school  teacher  with  the  Hattiesburg 
Public  Schools. 

MARLENE  HAVENS  PARKER  36  of  Grant, 
Ala.  died  on  October  27,  1999. 

MILTON  BRIDGES  38  of  Fairfield,  Ohio, 
has  died. 

EDITH  COCHRAN  SCOTT  '61  of  Madison 
died  on  September  12,  1999.  Scott  was  a 
retired  schoolteacher  and  a  member  of  the 
Republican  Women  and  the  Retired  Teachers 
Association. 

GWENDOLYN  CARROLL  '66  of  Baton 
Rouge,  La.  died  on  September  7,  1999. 


LARRY  GRANTHAM  '66  72  of  Laurel  died 
on  November  22,  1999.  Grantham  was  prin- 
cipal of  Northeast  Jones  High  School. 

DORIS  CAYTEN  LUMPKIN  '68  has  died  of 
heart  failure.  Lumpkin  was  a  retired  school- 
teacher. 


SHIRLEY  SANDERS  RENUAD  70  of 

Carthage  died  of  cancer.  Renuad  was  the  school 
librarian  for  Leake  County  Public  Schools. 
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Mississippi  Supreme  Court  Justice 
Michael  Sullivan  was  respected 
among  his  coworkers,  family  and 
fellow  Southern  Miss  alumni.  He 
continued  his  hard  work  and  dedica- 
tion up  until  his  death  on  February 
27,  2000.  He  was  diagnosed  in 
August  with  bronchioalveolar  cancer; 
however,  his  drive  and  integrity 
never  failed.  Former  Justice  Joseph 
Zuccaro  of  Natchez  said  Sullivan 
"was  a  very  bright,  learned  man  in 
the  law,  and  very  conscientious.  He 
was  a  very  good  friend,  very  loyal, 
and  had  a  great  dedication  and 
respect  for  the  court.  I  think  he  will 
be  very  hard  to  replace." 

Sullivan's  last  decision  he  wrote  was  a  precedent-setting  case  involving  a 
mother's  battle  with  the  Department  of  Human  Services  over  child  support. 
This  was  the  first  time  the  Supreme  Court  had  to  address  whether  a  parent 
who  has  accepted  public  assistance  payments  is  entitled  to  more  money  if 
the  child  support  collected  by  the  Department  of  Human  Services  from  the 
other  parent  exceeds  the  assistance  payments. The  decision  by  the  court  was 
9-0.  Sullivan  explained  that  the  organization  was  not  for  profit  and  that  all 
money  collected  above  the  assistance  should  be  used  for  the  children. 

Sullivan's  wife,  Catherine,  said  he  would  work  from  his  home  computer 
when  he  was  unable  to  go  to  his  office.  "His  selflessness  is  what  made  him  a 
great  jurist  because  he  always  considered  he  was  doing  the  work  of  the  prin- 
ciples that  keep  our  country  going  the  way  it  is."   Catherine  said,  "I  hope  he 
is  remembered  most  for  his  integrity.  He  really  worked  hard.  He  loved  the 
court.  He  loved  what  he  was  doing.  He  continued  working  until  his  death." 

Sullivan  is  survived  by  a  son,  31,  and  three  daughters,  29,  9,  and  7.  In  an 
early  interview,  Sullivan  said,  "I'm  leaving  this  place  a  better  place  than  I 
came  into  by  virtue  of  those  children,  if  nothing  else."  He  attendedThe  Uni- 
versity of  Southern  Mississippi  and  received  his  bachelor's  degree.  He  also 
received  a  law  degree  fromTulane  University  and  a  master  of  laws  in  judicial 
process  from  the  University  of  Virginia.  Sullivan  served  in  the  U.S.  Navy  as  a 
yeoman  third  class  and  as  a  chancellor  for  the  10th  District  before  joining  the 
Supreme  Court. 
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Anderson's  Rug  Market 

10%  discount  on  any  rug  purchase 

Baymont  Inn* 

Nightly  rate  of  $55.00,  plus  tax 

Cabot  Lodge* 

Nightly  rate  of  $53.00,  plus  tax 

Cellular  One* 

Save  $30  on  cellular  activation\ 

Free  pager  activation 

The  Club  House 

10%  discount  on  all  items  in  store 

Comfort  Inn 

15%  discount  on  nightly  room  rate 

Comfort  Suites 

Nightly  rate  of  $69.00,  plus  tax 

Domino's  Pizza* 

20%  discount  on  any  delivery  order 

Dunhopen  Inn 

$10  savings  off  small  room  &  $20  savings 
off  large  room  nightly  rates 

Fitness  Coach 

15%  discount  off  membership  fee 

Garfield's  Restaurant* 

20%  discount  on  all  food  &  drink  purchases 

Grand  Bank 

$100  discount  on  mortgage  loan  closing  costs 

J&L  Sales 

10%  discount  on  any  purchase 

Lance  Computer  Systems 

20%  discount  on  normal  labor  charges 

Legg  Mason/David  Ham 

10%  discount  on  all  store  transactions 

Original  Strick's  Bar-B-Q* 

$1.00  discount  on  lunch  buffet 

Owen's  Business  Machines 

10%  discount  on  selected  items 

Parris  Jewelers 

10%  discount  on  all  items 

Randy  Price  &  Company 

10%  discount  on  all  items 

Red  Lobster  Restaurant  * 

Free  appetizer  with  meal  purchase 

Signs  First 

15%  discount  on  Southern  Miss  related  signs 

Smith  Bros.  Sporting  Goods  20%  discount  on  regularly 
priced  merchandise 

Southern  Interiors 

5%  discount  on  flooring  \ 

10%  discount  on  furniture  and  accessories 

Southland  Florists 

10%  discount  on  store  purchases 

(cash  &  carry  items  excluded) 

The  Trophy  Shop 

10%  discount  on  all  engravings 

University  Florist 

10%  discount  on  all  purchases 

Van  Hook  Golf  Course 

20%  discount  on  daily  greens  fees 

Villies  Restaurant 

$1.00  off  order  of  six-inch  sandwich,              ; 

side  order,  and  large  drink\ 
$1.00  off  gameday  party  subs 

Westgate  Cleaners 

15%  discount  on  all  services 

Xan's  Dinner 

Discount  on  all  food  and  beverage  purchases 

All  discounts  subject  to  change  or  termination  without  prior  notice. 
Please  verify  discount  with  provider  before  making  purchase. 

*Hattiesburg  location  only. 

These  businesses  are  participants  in  the 

C.A.R.D.  Program  with  The  University  of 

Southern  Mississippi  Alumni  Association. 

By  presenting  your  paid  alumni  membership 

card  you  are  entitled  to  a  discount 

at  these  businesses. 
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The  departments  of  Chemistry  and  Biochemistry,  and  Polymer  Science,  have 
been  rated  in  the  nation's  top  50  by  Chemical  and  Engineering  News  three  of 
the  last  four  years  for  federal  support  of  chemical  research  and  development 

M.C.  "Princy"  Harrison  '69, 76  of  Laurel  was  named  by  Accounting  Today  as 
^  ,;*  one  of  the  "Top  100  Most  Influential  People"  in  the  accounting  profession. 
She  was  the  only  person  from  Mississippi  listed. 

The  University's  Gulf  Coast  Research  Laboratory  has  one  of  only  two 
f^r,  quarantine  facilities  in  the  nation  for  holding  shrimp  from  all  over  the  world, 
*  ."■   to  determine  if  the  shrimp  are  disease-free  and  can  be  used  as  a  genetically 

diverse  population  for  selective  breeding  for  disease  resistance. 
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Southern  Miss  is  home  to  one  of  the  leading  children's  literature  collections 
in  the  United  States.  The  de  Grummond  Children's  Literature  Collection 


53s  contains  manuscripts,  illustrations  and  55,000  published  works  associated 
with  American  and  British  children's  literature,  including  the  works  of  H.A. 
and  Margret  Rey,  the  creators  of  "Curious  George." 


SOUTHERN  MISS  ALUMNI 
MARKETING  PARTNERS 


Continue  your  support  of  The  University  of  Southern  Mississippi  Alumni  Association 
by  doing  business  with  the  Association's  Marketing  Partners.  By  utilizing  the  goods 
and  services  of  these  marketing  partners,  you  will  be  generating  additional  revenue 
to  support  the  programming  and  operations  of  the  Association. 


MCI  WORLDCOM 

MCI  Worldcom  Telecommunications 

Telephone  Long-Distance  Provide r.  Offers  special  rates 
to  Southern  Miss  alumni  and  supporters  for  long  dis- 
tance services.  To  sign  up  or  switch,  call  800-863-1808. 


FIRST  USA 


Uidkt 

exactly 

Hertz 

Automobile  Rental.  Offers  special  rates  and  d  • 
for  active  members  of  the  Southern  Miss  Alumni  Asso- 
ciation. For  details,  go  to  www.heru.com  or  call  Hern 
at  800-654-2200  or  the  Association  at  601-266-5013. 


First  USA  Bank,  Inc. 

Affinity  Credit  Card  Company,  Offers  the  official 
Southern  Miss  VISA  card,  which  helps  benefit  the  Asso- 
ciation and  the  University.  To  apply  online,  go  to 
http://www.firstusa.com/xcards/pcards/u_south_miss_alu/ 
To  apply  by  phone,  call  800-FIRST-USA  and  specify 
credit  card  code  M241. 


Alumni  Holidays  International 

Organizing  international  Excursions  For 
Southern  Miss  Alumni  For  further  information  on 

upcoming  trips,  contact  the  Alumni  Association  at 
601-266-5013. 
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Josten's 

Official  Southern  Miss  Alumni  Watch.  For  more  infor- 
mation, call  800-523-0124  and  request  operator  A22SF. 


DiplomaDisplay* 


On  Campus  Marketing 

Special!)  Designed  Southern  Miss  Degree  Frames. 
For  more  information,  go  to  w\v\ 
or  call  800-422-4100. 

lCarccrHighway.com 
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Alamo 


CareerHighway 

]ob  Assistance  foi  Southern  Miss  Alumni.  For  more 
information,  go  online  at  www  -     -  "  0:  call 

800-252-5665 


Alamo 

Automobile  Rental.  Oilers  spedal  rates  and  discounts 
for  active  members  of  the  Southern  Miss  Alumni  Asso- 
ciation. For  details,  call  Alamo  at  800-354-2322  01  the 
Association  at  601-266-5013. 


American  Insurance  Administrators 

Life.  Health  And  Short-Term  Mqjoi  Merfical  Insurance. 
Go  to  hap:  tows        -      ..  . 
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ALUMNI CALENDAR 


All  events  are  subject  to  change  and  should  be  confirmed. 
Any  questions  regarding  these  events  can  be  directed  to 
Will  Hansen  at  will.hansen@usm.edu  or  call  (601)  266-5013. 


23-24  Hattiesburg,  Miss. 


MAY 


25      McComb,  Miss. 

Alumni/Eagle  Club  GolfTournament  and 
Dinner  •  Fernwood  Country  Club  /  Lunch 
1 2:00  /  Shotgun  Start  1 :00/  Dinner  /  6:30 
Jeff  Bower 


JUNE 


W  Tnm  Qyiz  m  pa@e  17. 

Who  was  the  first  president 
of  this  institution? 

Joseph  Anderson  Cook  is  officially  listed  as  the  first 
president;  however,  WH.  "Corn  Club"  Smith  led  the 
institution  through  its  initial  formation  for  eight 
months  on  a  part-time,  non-paid  basis. 

How  many  national  football  champi- 
onships has  Southern  Miss  won? 

The  University  can  claim  two  national  football 
championships;  1958  and  1962. 

What  was  the  original  use  of  the  Hub? 

The  Hub  was  originally  used  as  the  dining  hall. 


Second  Annual  Cellular  One  Celebrity 
Challenge  •  Sports  Memorabilia  Auction 
and  Pairings  Party  -  June  23  /  7:00  Golf 
Tournament  with  Brett  Favre,  Ray  Guy  & 
Sammy  Winder  -  June  24  /  7:30  a.m. 
Canebrake  Golf  Club 


23-July  3  Normandy,  France 

AlumniTripto  Normandy 


JULY 


1         Hattiesburg,  Miss. 

USM  Foundation  Founders  Society 
Social  •  Home  of  Curt  Redden  /  6:00 

4        Washington,  D.C. 

10th  Annual  Mississippi  on  the  Mall 
The  Old  Folk  Life  Festival  Site 
on  the  Mall/ 1:00-5:00 

10      New  York  City,  N.Y. 

Mississippi  Picnic  in  Central  Park. 
East  Meadow  /  97th  and  5th  / 11 :00-5:00 


9-10  Hattiesburg,  Miss. 

Tennessee  Ernie  Ford  Weekend 

9  Hattiesburg,  Miss. 

Tennessee  Ernie  FordTribute 
Dinner/ 7:00  p.m. 


10  Hattiesburg,  Miss. 

"Pea  Pickers"  GolfTournament/ 8:00  a.m. 
Hilltop  Painted  Acres  Wild  West  Show 
2:30  p.m.  and  7:30  p.m. 

22      Picayune,  Miss. 

Alumni/Eagle  Club  GolfTournament 
Millbrook  Country  Club  /TBA 


Antowr* 


6-7     Hattiesburg,  Miss. 

Jeff  Bower  GolfTournament 
Dinner -July  6/ 6:00 
Tournament- July  7/8:30 
Hattiesburg  Country  Club 

9        Denver/Littleton,  Colo. 

Denver  Area  Southern  Miss  Picnic 
South  Suburban  Park,  Pavillion  C 
6615  South  University  Drive  /  Noon 

20      Jackson,  Miss. 

Jackson  All-Star  GolfTournament  and 
Party  •  Patrick  Farms  and  theTrademark 
Center  -Golf  -TBA  /Party  -6:30 


21      Hattiesburg,  Miss. 

James  Ray  Carpenter^ 
GolfToumamer 
Allen  Doyle  •Timberton 
Golf  Club 

27      Biloxi,  Miss. 

Beach  Bash  2000 
Point  Cadet  Plaza  /  6:30 


Share  the  milestones  in  your  life 

with  Southern  Miss  alumni. 

To  be  a  part  of  the 

classnotes  section  of  The  Talon, 

please  fill  out  this  form  and  mail  to: 

USM  Alumni  Association 

Box  5013,  Hattiesburg,  MS  39406 

Or  email  us  at  alumni@usm.edu. 

DATE    

NAME 

Include  maiden  name  or  nickname  if  applicable. 

CLASS  YEAR  

DEGREE 


ADDRESS 


PHONE 


E-MAIL  ADDRESS. 


■  'A 


f 


FAMILY  INFORMATION 

If  applicable 

SPOUSE 

Include  maiden  name  or  nickname,  if  applicable. 

CLASS  YEAR 

DEGREE 


CHILDREN 


Hattiesburg,  Miss. 

Hattiesburg  FanFare 

Reed  Green  Coliseum  /  6:30 


What  was  the  reason  for  the 
cancellation  of  the  1923  football 
contest  between  Southern  Miss  and 
the  University  of  Mississippi? 

The  game  was  cancelled  for  lack  of  interest. 


Names  and  ages 


YOUR  NEWS 


Which  Southern  Miss  faculty  member 
was  "newsworthy"  during  the  1984 
Summer  Olympics  in  Los  Angeles? 

Dr.  Gene  Wiggins,  Director  of  the  School  of 
Communication,  was  the  editor  of  the  Olympic 
Record,  the  daily  Olympic  newspaper  produced 
for  the  Summer  Olympics. 

Drugs  and  virtues  are  this  former 
University  professor's  claim  to  fame. 
Who  is  it? 

Former  "drug  czar"  and  author  of  the  Children's 
Book  of  Virtues,  William  Bennett,  is  a  former 
Southern  Miss  professor. 
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Attach  additional  pages  and  photos  if  you'd  like. 

Please  enclose  a  self-addressed,  stamped  envelope  to 

return  any  materials  you  send.  Please  mark  photos  clearly. 
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Keith  Cobb  '63 

B.S.    IN    BUSINESS    ADMINISTRATION/ACCOUNTING 


Former  Vice  Chairman  and  CEO  of  Alamo  Rent-A-Car,  Inc.  Prior  to 

his  association  with  Alamo,  he  held  several  leadership  positions 

with  KPMG,  most  recently  as  National  Managing  Partner  - 

Financial  Services  and  a  senior  member  of  the  firm's  management 

committee.  He  is  also  the  chairman  of  the  Board  of  Directors  of  the 

United  Way  of  Broward  County,  Fla.,  is  a  member  of  the  Board  of 

Directors  of  the  Community  Foundation  of  Broward.  He  serves  on 

the  board  of  the  Nova  Southeastern  University  School  of  Business 

and  Entrepeneurship,  and  was  chairman  of  the  Commission  on  the 

Future  forThe  University  of  Southern  Mississippi. 

CURRENTLY 

He  is  presently  a  business  consultant  and  strategic  advisor  to 

several  companies.  He  is  chairman  of  the  Board  of  Directors  of 

Laundromax,  Inc.,  and  he  serves  on  the  boards  of  directors  of  the 

following  companies:  Dispatch  Management  Services  Corp.,  CRA 

Investment  Fund  and  the  Ideal  Project,  Inc.,  and  the  Federal 

Reserve  Bank  of  Atlanta  -  Miami  branch. 


FAMILY 

iuo,  a  native  of  Calhoun  City,  Miss.,  has  been  married  to  his 
wife,  Dot,  for  37  years. They  have  three  sons:  Paul,  an  Air  Force 
pilot;  John,  a  banker;  and  Mark,  a  management  trainee.  He  and 

his  wife  reside  in  Fort  Lauderdale,  Fla.. 


1  UNIVERSIT 

USM  played  a  vital  role  in  my  personal  development  at  a  pivotal 
time  in  my  life,  and  I've  felt  a  bond  with  the  University  since  the 
day  I  left.  I  signed  up  as  a  life  member  of  the  Alumni  Association 
as  a  way  of  motivating  myself  to  keep  in  touch  with  my  roots. 
Clearly,  it's  done  that.  As  I've  moved  around  the  country  over 
the  past  37  years,  the  Alumni  Association  has  been  my  lifeline 
to  the  University  and  has  been  the  catalyst  for  my  continuing 
relationship. 


Life  member  of  the  Southern  Miss 
Alumni  Association  since  1979 
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NEW    LIFE    MEMBERS 

Thanks  to  each  of  you  who  renewed 
a  membership  in  the  USM  Alumni 
Association.We  welcome  the  following 
new  lifetime  Members  to  our  Association: 

Melissa  P.  McCarty 

Jonathan  S.  McLendon 

Blaize  C.  Pigott 

Robert  A.  Francis 

Linda  G.  Cox 

Richard  Parrish 

Mike  &  Kim  Phillips 

Blanche  Sumrall-Purdy 

O.  Darrell  Smith 

W.  Kalif  Sellier 

Todd  N.  Adkins 

Brian  &  Melissa  Trotter 

Curt  S.  Redden 

Talmadge  Richard  Alexander,  Jr. 

Gary  Lee  McCall,  Jr. 

Troy  M.  Sims,  Jr. 

Donna  M.  Boothe 

Sean  Tindell 

Stephen  Bonrepos 

Murray  D.  Wikol 

Darryl  R.  Breland 

Derek  J.  Everill 

Hardy  &  Charlotte  Eubanks 

Tim  &  Pam  Breland 

Tobi  K.  Swartz 

Faye  Griffin  Smith 

Virginia  Lorain  Quandt 

James  E.  Loris,  Jr. 

Tara  Nicole  Rudy 

Carness  Hudson  Archer,  Jr. 

Lance  Varnado 

Wesley  G.  Clark 

Thomas  E.  Sullivan 

Edwin  Lawrence  Buckley,  Jr. 

Pat  Kurtz 

Earl  &  Bobbie  Marshall 

Benjie  &  Pam  Taylor  Barham 

Brandy  &  Jo  Ann  Schmersahl 

Jim  R.  Linville 

Alison  Mote  Pannell 

Ernest  H.  Smith 

Christy  Leigh  Long 

Alvin  G.  Welch 

Jeffrey  F  Necaise 

Elaine  Marie  Coney 

James  L.  Miller 

Jack  &  Elizabeth  Clark 

Charles  Lindy  Peoples 

Jay  Charles  Peoples 

Jamie  Christopher  Peoples 

Johnny  R.  &  Kristin  M.  Peoples 

Danny  Levoine  Kenne 

Charlene  Edwards  Gray 

Julia  Mount  Holley 

Doris  G.  Lawrence 

Paul  &  Pamela  Farmer 

Walter  Warren  Greene 
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